
Posted:  December 11, 2025 
 

   
 POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
TITLE: POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCHER  DEPT: PHYSICS 
 
REG    LIMITED TERM  TEMP     FULL TIME     PART TIME      
 
STARTING RATE or SALARY RANGE $50,000 - $60,000 
Employees being promoted to a higher classified position receive the minimum for the position or a pay rate adjustment of 8% whichever is greater.  
All regular positions also entitle the employee to several benefits including health, dental, vision, life insurance, and retirement which is largely paid by 
New Mexico Tech for the employee and dependents. 
 
INTERNAL POSTING THROUGH: Concurrent * CONSIDERATION WILL BE GIVEN FIRST TO TEMPORARY AND REGULAR TECH EMPLOYEES WHO APPLY 
WITHIN THE 7 DAY INTERNAL POSTING.  APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AFTER THE 7 DAY POSTING MARGIN WILL BE CONSIDERED WITH OTHER OUTSIDE APPLICANTS. 
 

 
JOB SUMMARY: 
 
The Department of Physics and the Langmuir Laboratory for Atmospheric Research at New Mexico Tech 
are seeking a postdoctoral scholar to perform research on the field of lightning and thunderstorm studies. 
The specific project is focused on developing new optical instrumentation for lightning research, and to 
perform multi-band observations (optical + radio + X-rays) at the Langmuir Laboratory field facility. At New 
Mexico Tech, the postdoctoral scholar will be part of a large team working on lightning research consisting 
of professors, emeriti, research scientists, staff, and students. The postdoctoral scholar is expected to 
perform independent research, but at the same time to work well with the team, and to assist with 
supervising students in the Department of Physics. The scholar shall also have the opportunity to 
champion a wide suite of instruments (learning to operate, maintain, and apply their data effectively), 
including the lightning mapping array, high-speed cameras, photometric arrays, neuromorphic sensors, 
electric field change antennas, field mills, X-ray sensors, and more. 
 
 
JOB FUNCTIONS: 
 
Take a leadership role in developing new optical instrumentation which advances the frontier of lightning 
observation.  
 
Participate in Summer observational campaigns at Langmuir Lab. Analyze data.  
 
Report the results in the format of peer-reviewed journal publications and conference presentations.  
 
Support the maintenance of existing instrumentation at Langmuir Lab.  
 
Supervise students. 
 
REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS: 
 
Ph.D. or other doctorate level equivalent in Physics, Electrical Engineering, Atmospheric Sciences, or related 
field.  



DESIRED QUALIFICATIONS: 
 
Demonstrated experience/ability in all three categories listed above: instrumentation development, field 
campaigns, and lightning research, plus experience with computer programming. Experience with either 
optical spectroscopy or with operation of neuromorphic cameras. 
 
 
LIFTING REQUIREMENTS: 
(f)requently, (o)ccasionally, or (s)eldom 
0 - 15 pounds  F 
15 - 30 pounds F 
30 - 50 pounds O 
50 - 100 pounds S 
100 + pounds S 
 
 
PHYSICAL DEMANDS:  
Standing 15% Sitting 37% Walking 10% Pulling 5% 
Pushing 10% Lifting 5% Stooping  2% Kneeling  2% 
Crawling   3% Climbing 2% Reaching  5% Other  4% 
 
  

For best consideration please apply by March 1, 2026 
 
 

Apply to: nmtjobapps@npe.nmt.edu 

mailto:nmtjobapps@npe.nmt.edu

