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Feb. 3 2012 

To the New Mexico Council of Graduate Deans, 

In this letter, I express my strong support for the proposed UNM Graduate Program in Museum 

Studies. This proposal clearly establishes the significance of museums as repositories of 

scientific specimens and cultural artifacts that inform the public, engage and excite students in 

New Mexico public schools and universities, and provide the foundation for much ongoing 

research in this state (including my own). As curator of the Dale A. Zimmerman Herbarium at 

Western New Mexico University (11 years), I frequently interact with personnel in the UNM 

Museum of Southwestern Biology and have become very aware of the high quality and wide 

scope of the collections housed therein, as well as the flagship nature of these museums within 

the New Mexico university system. Hence, UNM is the logical institution to offer this much 

needed program. 

 

This proposal makes a strong case for the need of a graduate program in museum studies in this 

state, including the existence of 90 such programs elsewhere in the United States but none in 

New Mexico despite this state’s ranking as tenth in the country in the number of museums per 

capita. Furthermore, the authors of this proposal have carefully projected viable graduate 

enrollment and associated graduate credit hours in this program (if approved) through analysis of 

enrollment data in a similar program at the University of Colorado at Boulder. And, the need for 

professionals with training in museum studies is supported by the presentation of recent (Dec. 

2011) museum-related job listings in New Mexico (16) and in adjacent states (23).  

It is clear that the University of New Mexico is ideally positioned and prepared to offer this 

program, with its five museums each containing significant collections, as well as qualified 

museum curators and faculty members to teach all of the courses listed in the proposed degree 

plan. Furthermore, all but one (MSST 475/575 Museum Interpretation) of the courses listed in 

the proposed degree plan currently exist in the UNM course catalog. Thus, implementation of 

this graduate degree in Museum Studies would require very little investment of additional 

resources by UNM. 

In conclusion, is seems to me that approval of the Graduate Program in Museum Studies outlined 

in this thorough, well-crafted proposal is a “win-win” proposition. 

 



 

 

Dr. William R. Norris 

Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology and Curator of the Dale A. Zimmerman 

Herbarium 

Department of Natural Sciences 

Western New Mexico University 

PO Box 680 

1000 W. College Ave. 

Silver City, NM  88062 

norrisw@wnmu.edu 

(575) 538-6625 (office) 

(575) 538-6228 (FAX) 
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January 18th, 2012 

To the New Mexico Council of Graduate Deans; 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the proposal for a UNM graduate program in museum 
studies.  I am aware of the commitment that many faculty and invested parties have 
made in designing a carefully crafted curriculum that will prepare students for careers in 
museums, galleries and other cultural institutions.  
 
As the chair of the media arts department at New Mexico Highlands University, and the 
director of our Program in Interactive Cultural Technology (PICT) I have had the 
opportunity to work with museums throughout New Mexico and the southwest. Often, we 
deploy media experts in to museums that do not have enough well-trained staff in the 
areas of content curation, registration and administrative management. 
 
Ideally, a museum studies program would involve interdisciplinary study across different 
content areas, allowing students to learn about the needs of different types of museums, 
and the management needs of large vs. small institutions.  The UNM program is 
designed to address these concerns.  
 
As a member of the New Mexico Association of Museums, and presenter at their annual 
conference, I frequently hear talk of the need for an in-state museum studies program. 
This would minimize the need for museums to conduct employment searches outside of 
New Mexico.  As a faculty member at a state university serving a local population, this is 
extremely important to me. 
 
The media arts department at NMHU will happily work with museum studies students 
through PICT, and in offering supplementary courses in appropriate technologies, if 
needed. Our faculty would be happy to participate as mentors and thesis committee 
members as well. If you have any questions concerning our support of this new program, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Miriam Langer 
Associate Professor of Media Arts 
Chair, Department of Media Arts 
melanger@nmhu.edu 



	  



 



 




