New Mexico Institute of M

Skeen Library Dedicated

Tech alumni who return to visit campus will find a
new name on the New Mexico Tech Library. It is
now the Joseph R. Skeen Library, named after the
longtime congressman, who is retiring this year.
Skeen plans to donate his congressional papers to

be housed in the library.

At a dedication ceremony on August 19, President
Daniel H. Lépez paid homage to Skeen as “one of
New Mexico’s most distinguished statesmen” and
“an influential national leader as the representative
for New Mexicos Second Congressional District for
the past 22 years.”

Skeen is one of only three people in history who
were elected to a seat in Congress on the basis of a
write-in campaign. He has most recently been
chairman of the House Appropriations Subcommit-
tee on the Interior. Among those gathered to honor
him were his Congressional colleagues Jerry Lewis
of California and William D. Lowery, a retired
congressman, also from California.
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MRO Unveiled

On August 20, officials from an international
university research consortium headed by New
Mexico Tech convened atop South Baldy in the
Magdalena Mountains to participate in an unveiling
ceremony for the Magdalena Ridge Observatory
(MRO).

The mountaintop ceremony included a keynote
address by U.S. Senator Pete Domenici (R-N.M.)
and the unveiling of a table-top model of the
MRO. Additional members of the research consor-
tium which will run the observatory are the Univer-
sity of Cambridge (England), New Mexico State
University, New Mexico Highlands University, and
the University of Puerto Rico, as well as Los
Alamos National Laboratory.

The MRO, slated to open in 2007, will be a pre-
mier, state-of-the-art astronomical research facility.
Ar an elevation of almost 10,700 feet, the MRO
will be the fourth highest observatory in the world.
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NM Tech Capital
Campaign off to a

Strong Start
by George Zamora

A major-gifts fundraising cam-
paign at New Mexico Tech has
hic its stride after entering a
“public phase” this year and is
well on its way to fulfilling the
university’s goal of raising $5
million in private donations.

After having started with a
“silent phase” over a year ago,
New Mexico Tech’s “Commit-
ment to Excellence” campaign
has now garnered slightly more
than $4 million in cash, gifts, and
pledges, reports Steve Bobinsky,
director of both the New Mexico
Tech Advancement Office and
Tech’s fundraising campaign.

“Alhough our base goal is $5
million, our challenge goal is $8
million, so we’ve still got a long
way to go before we wrap up our
campaign in April 2003,”
Bobinsky says.

The objectives of New Mexico
Tech’s Commitment to

Excellence campaign are to
increase faculty endowments;
strengthen instructional labora-
tory support; boost student
scholarships and fellowships;
improve online library resources;
and expand the university’s
Etscorn Campus Observatory.

“Although this is a state-sup-
ported research university, less
than 30 percent of New Mexico
Tech’s operating budget comes
from state sources,” says Tech
President Daniel H. Lépez. “It is
left up to the university itself, its
students, its alumni, and all its
other supporters to make up the
rest.”

“While the Commitment to
Excellence campaign’s primary
focus is on obtaining additional
financial resources, another
important component of the
campaign is education — specifi-
cally educating everyone on
campus, as well as Tech alumni,
on the mutual benefits that are
derived from planned giving,”
says Bobinsky.

“New Mexico Tech’s renowned
academic programs, research

facilities, and scholastic reputa-
tion are the direct results of past
support from alumni, parents,
private foundations, state and
federal funding, and friends and
supporters of the universicy,”
Bobinsky relates.

“We're also extending our grati-
tude to all these past supporters
— who are too numerous to
name — by acknowledging their
special support as we look
forward to continuing New
Mexico Tech’s ongoing legacy of
commitment to excellence,” he

adds.

Members of the board of the
Capital Campaign are honorary
co-chairs Bill and Jean Macey;
chair, Dr. Michael Kelly; and
executive leadership team, Dr.
Laurence H. Lattman, Denby
Auble, Don and Rosie Tripp, and
Holm Bursum IIIL.

Tech alumni and friends inter-
ested in participating in the
Capital Campaign should contact
Steve Bobinsky, Director of
Advancement, 505-835-5475 or

sbobinsky@admin.nmt.edu.
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Donor
Recognition

New Mexico Tech
gratcfully acknow[edges
these gifts received
during the fiscal year
from July 1, 2001
through June 20, 2002.
The generous support of
these individuals and
companies helps us
meet the expectations
of our student body for
an outstanding educa-
tion.

[Note: If you gave a gift
after June 30, 2002, it
will be acknowledged in
next year's list.]

Individual
Donors

President’s Club
Donors of $1,000 or more

Catherine Aimone-
Martin

William D. Auble

Ray W. Ballmer

Mildred G. Bartlett

Leonard C. Beavis

Jim Burns

Holm O. Bursum

Andrew Carey

James Corey

Jack Daniels

Jane Doughty

Keith E. Dowler

M. J. Fitzgerald

Harry Georgeades

Sidney M. Gutierrez

Sallie D. Haddock
Patrick E. Haynes
Kathy Hedges and
Walter Jon Williams
Roy E. Johnson
J. Michael Kelly
Paul Magliocchetti
Brenda A. Moran
Wesley R. Mozley
Audrey P. Myatt
Robert H. Neill
Eugene and Millie
O’Connor
Harlan N. Rhodes
Marion Rinehart
Matthew K. Silva
Laura]. Tacker
Sam Thompson, IIT
Alex Thyssen
Al Tlush
Don and Rosie Tripp
Carl E. Ward
Donald A. Wolfel

Development

Associates
Donors of $500 to $999

Jeftrey L. Best

Gary D. Bratcher
Corale L. Brierley
Van H. Gilbert
Arthur H. Guenther
Sallie D. Haddock
William E. Hawes
Jessie M. Headen
Michael E Kostrzewa
Paul Krehbiel
Charlie Marquez
James Muchlberg
Michael A. Provenza
Eugene L. Shultz
Daniel Stephens
Michael E. Zolensky

49ers Club
Donors of $100 to 3499

John I. Ajie

Carolyn R. Allan
Peter Anselmo
Steven C. Arnold
Alan M. Aspinwall
Albert R. Baca
Ricardo Barros

Paul W. Bauer
Edward C. Beaumont
Leonard C. Beavis
David L. Beverlin
Kay K. Bjornen
Ronald E Broadhead
Patrick Butler
Robert Buto

John Carter

Joe N. Chavez
Carolyn Clark Loder
Rowland D. Conley
Rudolfo Correa
Charles H. Culp
Greg J. Deickman
Melinda E. Dietrich
Lawrence G. Dykers
Bruce Ellis

Dick C. Engbrecht
Nathan S. Feldman
Herbert M. Fernandez

Christopher T. Francke

Joseph Galon
John S. Garrigues
Peter Gerity

Van H. Gilbert
David Gonzales
Norman R. Greiner
Philip G. Griego
Carol A. Griswold
Keli L. Hand
Michael J. Hanna
Robyn K. Hayes
Timothy A. Hayes
Patrick E. Haynes
William B. Haynes
Martt Heizler

Lawrence ]. Herber
Tamara Hernandez
Jack H. Hunt

Glen Jones

Gin A. Jue

Gowri S. Kailas
Robert M. Kehrman
J. Michael Kelly
Philip J. Kozushko
Frederick T. Krein
Carl B. Kroll

John A. Kruppenbach
M. Ray Laxson
Robert Lee

Jason A. Lewis
Daniel H. Lépez
Richard P. Lozinsky
James C. Mabon
Edwin Mahr
Charles E. Mandeville
Lonnie G. Marquez
James L. Martin
John W. Mason

Lisa M. May

Robert H. McBride
David McCartney
Jessica McElhiney
John Meason

Edwin L. Mechem
Debra S. Miller
Anthony L. Montoya
Russell Moore
Dale J. Moxon
Mohammad Mujahid
John M. Newman
Paul E. North
Bernard J. Pankratz
E Newton Parks
Ted H. Pate

Donald A. Patterson
Alison B. Peck

Joe Pennington
Charles Perkins
Dennis Peterson
Susan L. Phillips
Carl]. Popp

Lloyd C. Pray
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Dereck R. Prince
Michael A. Provenza
John D. Purson
Gregory P Rand
Kenneth Renouard
Jeffrey A. Rhoades
Daniel A. Roddy
Jose E Rodriguez
Van D. Romero
Daniel J. Ropson
Frank Sayner
Peter A. Scholle
Leyla A. Sedillo
Lee E. Seebach
Jim Shaffner
Lisa A. Shevenell
Alex Shlanta
Stephen J. Smoogen
Gilbert W. Snell
Karen E. Stafford-
Brown
Garry Stramel
Willard E. Strenge
Laura R. Stuart
David E. Tabet
Robert W. Tacker
Karen A. Thorpe
Stephen Thorpe
Gregory B. Titus
David A. Torres
Jeanne M. Trusk
Dennis R. Vaughn
Brian D. Voigt
T. W. Warren
Gregory P Washlman
Robert H. Weber
Paul A. Weyler
Howell T. Whiting
W. S. Williams
Lee A. Woodward
Morris T. Worley
Debra D. Yoshimura
Charles A. Young

Friends
Donars of up to $99

Marc W. Ahlen
Wadhad H. Al-Tailji
Shirley J. Alexander
Magsood Ali
Joanne Allen
Lawrence C. Allen
Philip Allen

Erik F Alsheimer
Gregory C. Antonini
Brian W. Arkell
Eric A. Aronson
Matthew C. Ballway
Mark A. Bambenek
Zachariah I. Barnes
Paul Baum

Darrell A. Bender
Clara Berg

David Berridge
Roshan B. Bhappu
Lloyd P. Blackburn
Edward J. Blalock
Nigel J. Blamey
John P. Bluemle
David A. Bonal
Evelyn M. Bond
Ronald T. Borys
Leslie G. Boulton
Lowell D. Boynton
Thomas J. Braig
Jaclyn K. Brannan
Daniel B. Brimhall
Susan Brink
Lauren K. Brown
Robert C. Bucher
Mark D. Busa
Mark A. Butcher
Robert C. Byrd
Michael Camara
James A. Cappa
Roger B. Carr

Ted Case

Jack Castle

L.]. Caylor

Louise Chamberlin

Richard M. Chamberlin
Kathryn Chaney
Robert E. Chaney
Sarah T. Chavez
John E. Clark
Michael A. Clevenger
Jennifer E. Cogan
Leatrice Cohen
Robert E. Coleman
Dwight R. Coles
James C. Collier
Hugh C. Colman
Mark J. Connolly
Alvin G. Cook
Melvin S. Cook
Rick D. Corbitt
Jessica Cox
Catherine J. Craig
Todd A. Crampton
Donald Crosby
Thomas J. Cryan
Jasha Cultreri

Ali Daoud

Steven M. Deal
Kelley I. DeGroff
Maria E. del Giudice
Susan L. Delventhal
Tracy K. Depue
Jessica M. Deshler
Jack V. Desvaux
Jerry A. Detterick
George E Dochne
John M. Duncan
John P. Duncan
Charles Durbin
Larry G. Eaton
Dustin D. Edwards
Walter E. Edwards
Henry M. Eiland
Kimberly K. Eiland
Ethan B. Eilertsen
Jeffrey S. Eisenbooth
Lee Emery

Russell E. Erbes
Gregory D. Ezell
Frank E. Feather

Kim Frazier

Fred C. Freemon
Catherine A. French-
Sidoti
Alana M. Fuierer
Charles E Garvey
Allen P Gehris
Rama Gehris
Albert V. Gerfen
Jeftrey E. Gerwe
David E Giblin
Anthony T. Giljum
Timothy E. Gleason
Tom Gleim
James H. Goodman
Gary Gorczyca
Michael A. Graham
W. V. Graves
Ralph L. Gray
Katrina J. Gressett
Karl W. Gustafson
Peter C. Guynn
Kristin J. Hafterson
Schroth
Julie Hagenbuch
Sarah H. Haigler
Dimitar H. Haralanov
Robin S. Harlin
Michael Harrall
Irma Harrall Jones
Darren M. Hart
Larry D. Hartzog
Bob R. Harwell
John W. Hawley
Michael K. Hefner
Frederick V. Hendershot
Eric A. Henderson
Jennifer P Hill
Jennifer G. Hise
Donald R. Hogan
Debbie Holm
H. Robert Hopkins
Joseph S. Horton
James B. Hulsey
Mason M. Hutchison
Richard J. Imprescia
Mehmet Y. Inal
Nelson E. Ingersoll
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Albert A. Izmirian
Eric D. Jacobson
Ted Jochems

David |. Johnson
Michael Johnson

R. W. Johnson

Jeftrey W. Johnston
Duke E Jones

Jim E. Jones

James Kajdar
Frederick E. Kastner
Joseph W. Keeney
Cecil L. Kerley
Carolyn J. Kernberger
Alan W. Kerr

James A. Kierstead
Robert A. Killgore
Christopher B. Knight
Laura C. Knops
Jennifer A. Knowlton
Steven D. Knudsen
Eric D. Koenig
Caroline Kozloski
Donna M. Kulkinski
Bruce E Lake
Jennifer A. Lee
Morris W. Leighton
Benjamin H. Leiting
Roger M. Levasseur
Linda S. Linden
Kathleen Littleton
Leland T. Long
Maria J. Longcore
Virgil Lueth

Sally Lynn

Rex Maddaford

Steve S. Magus
Bernard J. Mahony
Norman M. Maisel
Kenneth M. Mallon
Jolene M. Mares
Daniel J. Marley

P. Anthony Marshall
Charles Martell
Linda Sue D. Martinic
Amy R. Mathis
James A. Mathis

Joni Mauldin
Andrew ]. Mayer
Roger Maynard
Robert P. McCarthy
June P. McConnell
Tracy L. McFarland
Chris McKee

Steve A. McKenney
Kenneth D. McPeters
Robert J. Mead
Dennis W. Melichar
Artie L. Metcalf
David S. Midkiff
Gregory P. Miller

[Note: If you
gave a gift after
June 30, 2002, it
will be acknowl/-
edged in next
year’s list.]

Richard J. Miller
Izaak Mirro
Ebrahim Moin
Joseph Monsanto
George E. Moore
Mehrdad C. Moradi
Albert A. Morales
Jon S. Mortensen
Philip B. Mudgett
Dorothy L. Mustard
Bill Nash
Angelique D. Neuman
Kathy M. Ogle
Phil L. Olguin
Jerry J. Oliver
Ellen Opprecht
Kalman I. Oravecz
Benjamin E Ortiz
Phyllis Osborn
Barbara C. Palmer
Allan J. Pankey
Bernard J. Pankratz
Kevin T. Parker
Vannetta R. Perry

Brian K. Peterson
Robert C. Peterson
Fred E Pool
Chadwick B. Poole
Gerald L. Preston
Richard B. Prince
Daniel R. Putz
Kathy L. Quick
Robert L. Quick
Adam J. Radford
Gail Ray
Mary E. Reece
Anita Reiser
Robert R. Reyner
Roger H. Richman
Donald H. Richter
Walter C. Riese
Kenneth L. Robinson
Thomas S. Robison
Jim R. Rocco
Gary E. Rochau
Robert Rodrigues
Van D. Romero
Daniel J. Ropson
Kathleen A. Roselli
John A. Roth
Robert C. Ruggiero
Rosemary H. Rurtta
Alex L. Ruzycki
Rozann W. Saaty
Donald L. Sadler
Aaron Saenz
Kevin Sargent
Thomas E Scanlan
M. Vaughn Scanland
Lawrence W.
Schenmeyer
Susan A. Schima
Samuel P. Schofield
Timothy C. Schwilm
Hanson L. Scott
Raymond L. Senn
Sharon L. Sessions
John W. Shay
Ricki J. Sheldon
Sylvia A. Shipp
Joel Siegel

Whitney Skaling

E. Randolph Smith
John R. Smith
Robert W. Smith
Thomas J. Smith
Robert B. Somerville
Lynn Soreghan
Frances K. Stanley
Meri A. Stanley
Arthur P. Stanton
Matthew M. Stobbe
Robert W. Strong
Joseph J. Taber
Doris L. Taylor
Scott W. Teare
Guido Tenaglia
Naresh N. Thadhani
Brian L. Thomas
Sheila M. Thompson
Steven R. Thurston
Alex Thyssen
Myron H. Tichenor
Tousson R. Toppozada
Paul E. Torres
Theresa Torres

C. David Updegraff
Jeannine G. Vigerust
John C. Vigil

Diane Visser
Thomas A. Voorhees
Sharon Waggoner
Ashley D. Walker
Etta E Walker

Jan Wallace

Eugene C. Walter
Marjorie S. Ward
Chad S. Watson
David B. Watson
Charles D. Weidman
Wendy L. Weiss
William Weiss
Addean D. Welling
Philip H. Wiborg
Steven D. Williams
Wayne D. Williams
Sharon Williamson

Mitchell M. Withers
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Laurel I. Wolfe
Frederick E. Wolff
John M. Wood
Melissa K. Woodard
Steven C. Woodard
Kim T. Wortham
Cynthia M. Yamaguchi
John M. Yater

Brad E. Yonaka
Rick C. Young

John Yuronka
Steven M. Zeiger

Organizational
Donors

Over $10,000

Science Applications
International
Corporation (SAIC)

$5,000 to $9,999

McCune Foundation

Wells Fargo Bank West,
NA.

Weststar Escrow Trust
Account

$1,000 to $4,999
Albuquerque Publishing

Company
Associated Universities,

Inc.
Bank of America
BPLW Architects &
Engineers
Bridgers & Paxton
Consulting
CH2M Hill Foundation
Chevron Matching
Grants Program
First State Bank
Gerald Martin General
Contractor
HCH Administration
Holiday Inn Express
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International Test &
Evaluation

Learning Framework

Lockheed Martin
Corporation

N.M. Educational
Assistance
Foundation

New Mexico Educators
Federal Credit Union

Pennzoil Company

Phelps Dodge
Corporation

Public Service Company
of New Mexico

R&C Stage Lines, Inc.

SCT Software &
Technology Services

Socorro County Cham-
ber of Commerce

The Glassnapp
Foundation

TSI TEAM-SERY, Inc.

Wal Mart Super Center

$500 to $999

Chaparral Rockhounds

Chartwells

COMPASS Group

Dekker/Perich/
Sabatini, Ltd.

Eastham, Johnson,
Monnheimer & Jontz

Econo Lodge

Gambles, Los Torres,
Inc.

Garcia Honda

George K. Baum &
Company

Health Care Horizons,
Inc.

Hughes & Strumor,
Ltd., Co.

Johnson & Johnson

Lightning Protection
Technology

McDonald’s Family
Restaurant

New Mexico Research
& Study Council

Phelps Dodge Mining
Company

Rancher’s Steakhouse

Rodey, Dickason, Sloan,
Akin & Robb

Security Title Abstract

SMPC PA Architects

Socorro Electric
Cooperative

Socorro Medical
Associates

TIAA

Youth Development,
Inc.

$100 to $499

A-1 Quality Redi-Mix

AAPG

Able Insurance

Albuquerque AutoPlex

Alliant Techsystems,
Inc.

Armijo Law Firm

Associated Insurance

Plans International, Inc.

Automotive Machine
Service, Inc.

BHP Billiton

BPLW Architects &
Engineers

Brownbilt Shoes and
Western Wear

Buckhorn Bar

Business Environments

BWD Global

Comcast Cable
Communications

Crabtree Builders
Supply, Inc.

Eldorado Hotel

Entergy Corporation

Fanning, Bard, Tatum

Frank and Lupe’s El
Sombrero

Hewlett-Packard
Company

IMC Potash Carlsbad
Inc.

Meyer Realty

Molycorp Inc.

Mountain Springs
Apartments

New Mexico O1l & Gas
Company

Randy’s Ace Hardware

REDW Business &
Financial Resources

Rio Algom Mining LLC

Robert Becker &
Associates

Romero’s Tire Service

Rust Tractor

Socorro Men’s Golf
Association

Socorro Office Supply

Socorro Springs Brewing

Socorro Women’s Golf
Association

Southwest Tire
Processors Inc.

Southwest Trane

Spectrum Capital Group

Textron Systems

The Capitol Bar

The Water and Ice Store

Tin Work By Linda

WEB Service Co., Inc.

Wells Fargo Bank

Up to $99

Don Juan’s Mexican
Food

John Baker Elementary
School Parent-
Teacher Organization

NMSU

Sandia Base Employees

Tienda de Segunda
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People You Know

The following notices were

received from April to mid-
October 2002. If you sent in a
notice after that, it should appear
in a future issue.

1960s

Dr. Mary Ann (Blymn)
Seagraves (61, BS, math) is now
affiliated with Theresa L.
Seagraves & Associates, a man-
agement consulting firm special-
izing in workplace productivity
analyses and return-on-invest-
ment (ROI) studies for training
and development. This Parker,
Colo.-based company has submit-
ted a patent application for an
innovative method for planning,
tracking, and driving to an ROI
goal for training courses or
programs. This process can be
used for a wide variety of train-
ing. TLSA also shows training
and human resource managers
how to.communicate their value
in financial and “Chief Executive
Officer” terms. Her email address

is n5kbe@juna. com.

Dr. Leonard Gray (64, BS,
chemistry) has been awarded the
Glenn T. Seaborg Actinide
Separations Award for his out-
standing accomplishments and
meritorious achievement in
actinide element separations
science. Gray is a chemist at
Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory. During Gray's 33-
year career, working at the
Savannah River Plant, Savannah
River Laboratory, and Livermore
National Lab, he has developed
processes for the recovery and
purification of uranium, nep-

tunium, plutonium, americium,
and curium from special reactor
targets and fuels that had been
designated by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE) as “non-
processable and hard-to- recover
scrap and residues.”

When Gray was presented with
the award, he used the occasion
to propose from the podium, on
bended knee, to his high school
sweetheart, Sandra Purdom Byrd,
widow of Jack Byrd of Perry,
Florida. Ms. Byrd immediately
accepted. They were married on
August 10 in Perry, Fla.

Gray holds master’s degree in
chemistry from Texas Techno-
logical College and a doctorate in
inorganic chemistry from the
University of South Carolina.

Gray has two children, a son,
Leonard LeVerne Gray of
Livermore, Calif. and a daughter,
Andrea Gray Kidd of Temecula,
Calif. His daughter has three
children, a daughter, Brittney, 10,
a son, Dylan, 5, and a daughter,
Sydney, born May 1, 2002. Gray’s
wife of 38.5 years, the former
Jeanette Joyce of Jacksonville,
Fla., died last year.

1970s

Alberto Aguirre (70, BS, meral-
lurgical engr.) dropped by the
Alumni Office on Aug. 1 and
reminisced with us. He put
himself through Tech by working
for the Socorro Fire Department,
which paid him $1.50 an hour for
fighting fires and allowed him to
live in the firehouse. He remem-
bered the kindness of many
people in Socorro, especially fire

chiefs John Casey, Ernest

Trujillo, and Phil Baca, and at
Tech, President Stirling Colgate,
Prof. Geoffrey Purcell, and Prof.
Gerardo Gross.

Aguirre has worked for Boeing,
McDonnell-Douglas, General
Dynamics, and most recently, for
Lockheed-Martin. He and his
wife live in Littleton, Colo.,
where he expects to retire soon.

Randall J. Johnson (72, BS,
biology) writes, “After Tech, I
spent a brief time managing
medical claims offices in Albu-
querque and Santa Fe. I've now
been with the Westinghouse
Electric Company for about 26
years. I currently live in Colum-
bia, S.C., with my wife of 20
years, Maribeth, and son Evan,
17. We were lucky enough to
have adopted Evan from Thai-
land 11 years ago.

“Westinghouse has kept me on
the move (Colorado, Texas, New
York, Pennsylvania, California
and now South Carolina). With
all this moving around, I'm
astounded to have been able to
keep my sanity and family to-
gether. From the start, I have
always been in the nuclear
industry, from mining uranium in
the most remote locations imag-
inable to servicing commercial
nuclear power plants to manufac-
turing nuclear fuel. As a senior
business analyst, I now manage
activities related to the expansion
of the company’s enterprise
business software. Maribeth, with
a BA in drama, is self-employed
and a part time teacher specializ-
ing in English as a Second

Language.”
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Joseph J. Kmeck (72, BS,
geology) writes, “I now have my
own business as a consultant in
oil and gas exploration.” Kmeck
lives in Houston.

Dr. Donald Wenner (74, BS,
chemistry) was included in the
“Guide to America’s Top Sur-
geons” in the forthcoming 2002-
2003 edition of Strathmore’s
Who’s Who. Wenner, a surgeon in
Roswell, was recognized in large
part for his invention of a mul-
tiple instrument guide to allow a
single operation for removal of
the gallbladder and bile duct
stones. Common bile duct explo-
ration and stone extraction is
typically a complex procedure
and often involves open surgery,
according to Wenner. The new
instrument allows surgeons to
remove the gallbladder and the
bile duct stones in one minimally
invasive laparoscopic procedure
with less chance for complica-
tions.

Don is married to Laurie Putzig
Wenner (77, BS, biology). They
have four children: Andrea, 22,
Donnie, 19, Nathan, 18, and
Teddy, 15. Andrea graduated
from Texas Christian University
in 2001. Both Donnie and
Nathan are current New Mexico
Tech students majoring in chem-
istry. Teddy is a sophomore at
Goddard High School. Laurie
works in Dr. Wenner’s office, for
lapsurgical and does volunteer
work for the Roswell Public
Schools, the Symphony Guild
and Lend-A-Hand of Roswell.

Claudio Gonzales (76, BS,
metallurgical engr.) writes, “T've
been recycled, returning to an
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employer — Molycorp Inc. in
Questa — after 21 years. I call
myself the “100% Recycled
Metallurgist.” In May 2002, my
daughter, Teresita, graduated
from College of Santa Fe with a
bachelor of arts in a self-designed
major.”

Dr. James 1. “Boston”
Kirkland (77, BS, geology)
brought us up-to-date on his
interesting activities. He writes,
“I am the state paleontologist for
Utah, working for the Utah
Geological Survey, a rewarding
job that keeps me on my toes. In
addition, to keeping tabs on
Utah’s paleontological resources,
[ have a fair amount of time to
devote to research.

“I have taken research trips to
China and Mongolia to help
solidify some of this work. In
addition to my own ongoing work
in Early Cretaceous, we are doing
a multiyear project to evaluate
the fossil resources in the late
Cretaceous Wahweap Formation
on the south end of Grand
Staircase - Escalante National
Monument. Already, we have a
couple of new, undescribed
dinosaurs that are keeping the

folks in my lab busy.

“Although Utah keeps me busy, I
have been dabbling in New
Mexico paleontology by co-
discovering with Doug Wolfe (of
the Mesa Southwest Museum in
Mesa, Ariz.) the Moreno Hill
Fauna as part of Doug’s Zuni
Basin Project. This is the first
Turonian (early Late Cretaceous)
terrestrial skeletal fauna from
anywhere in the world.

“These new New Mexico beasties

were featured on the Discovery

Channel’s recent “When Dino-

saurs Roamed North America,” as

were our own smiling faces. |

have been working with the

Discovery Channel for a number

of years and am gratified to say

that they are even funding for i
four years my Crystal Geyser {
Dinosaur Quarry. I cannot say :
much right now, but watch for it.

“My wife Sooz and daughters,
Kelsey, 12, and Darcy, 8, are
getting used to life here west of
the red rock-curtain and help
keep my feet on the ground and
focused on the most important
things in life.

“Check my website heep://
members.networld.com/kirkland/ for
more of an update than anyone
can stand.”

Dr. Scott Sandford (78, BS,
math; 78, BS, physics) writes,
“The AstroBiology Explorer
(AABE) MIDEX Mission, on
which I am the principal investi-
gator, has been selected by
NASA as one of four missions
for a Phase A Concept Study.
The mission has been awarded
$450 K to improve the level of
detail in the mission and space-
craft design. Based of the Con-
cept Reports of the four mis-
sions, NASA is expected to select
two of the missions for flight. f
Selection will be made in early
2003 and the missions would fly 1
in the 2007-2008 time frame.
The AstroBiology Explorer is a
cryogenically cooled telescope
that will measure the infrared
spectra of objects throughout
space in order to detect and
identify organic material in the
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universe (sce
http:/fwww. astrochem.orglabe.html.”
Richard Leturno (79, BS,

petroleum engr.) has a new
position as British Petroleum’s
global well services manager. He
relocated from Jakarta to Hous-
ton in January 2002.

1980s

Jeremy Epstein (80, BS, CS) is
director of product security at
webMethods, a company that
makes business integration
software. He recently moved into
a custom-built house in northern
Virginia, his first move in 16
years! Jeremy's leisure activities
include 18th century re-
enactment, in which he plays the
role of a 1771 tenant farmer
raising tobacco. His wife is vice
president of educarion at their
synagogue, and they have three
children: Sarah, Daniel, and
Naomi. Jeremy drives a Volvo
with the Virginia license plate

NMTECH.

Catherine French-Sidoti (82,
BS, mining engr.) has received her
master of science degree in
quality assurance from California
State University — Dominguez
Hills. Catherine is a ASQ Certi-
fied Quality Engineer, working
for Johnson Controls, a contrac-
tor for Los Alamos Narional
Laboratory.

Ralph Durkee (83, BS, com-
puter science) writes “I've been
an independent consultant in the
Rochester, N.Y., area since 1996,
providing network security,
training and software develop-
ment consulting services. [

mentored a SANS GIAC security

seminar in September 2002.

“My wife and I have two chil-
dren. Our son Daniel, born while
we were at New Mexico Tech in
1981, is now 20 and in the
Marines. Wow, hard to believe it’s
been that long! Our daughrer is
18 and recently signed up for the
Air Force. Sure had a lot of great
memories from the Mustard Seed
Coffee House days at NMT. I'm
still active in my local church.
Thanking God for the days I
have. My business web site is

http:/frdl.net.

Kathy (Sturey) Fontaine (84,
BS, physics) writes, “I just gradu-
ated from The George Washing-
ton University’s Elliott School for
International Affairs with an MA.
My program was in the Center for
Science, Technology, and Public
Policy’s Space Policy Institute,
headed by Dr. John Logsdon. My
concentration was Space Policy,
with a heavy dose of manage-
ment and public administration.
My current assignment at NASA
Goddard Space Flight Center’s
Global Change Data Center is
working on a formulation project
to design strategies for develop-
ing future Earth Science dara
systems.”

Chris Lasley (86, BS, metallurgi-
cal engr.) writes, “My wife Kelly,
and our three boys Adam, 7, Ben,
3, and Sam, 2, recently moved to
Flagstaff, Arizona. I am now
working with W.L Gore conduct-
ing research on shape memory
alloys for medical applications.”

Carmen Silva (87, BS, technical
communication) writes, 1 re-
cently completed a master of
science degree in Space Systems

Operations Management, School
of Business and Technology,
Webster University, Colorado
Springs Metropolitan Campus,
Colorado. For the past five years
as a system engineer, [ have been
supporting North American
Aerospace Defense Command,
United States Space Command
and Air Force Space Command in
air, space and missile major
weapon system training planning.

“I am a single parent of one
incredible 12-year old daughter,
Jillian, and we enjoy many activi-
ties that Colorado has to offer
such as skiing, hiking, biking,
swimming, dancing (jazz and
modern) and traveling around the
state and New Mexico when we
often visit family and friends in
Albuquerque, Grants, Santa Fe,
Los Alamos and Taos. We also
enjoy traveling to other parts of
the country and recently acquired
our passports to travel overseas.

“T would like to hear from other
alumni. My email address is
wildnaturebeart@adelphia.net.”

Kumie Wise (87, BS, math) and
her husband David Summers
(88, BS, physics) welcomed
Verity Mika Summers on May 11,
2002. She was 7 lbs., 5 oz. and
19 and 3/8 inches. She’s a raven-
haired and steel-gray eyed version
of her big sister, Myranda, age 6.
The family lives in Las Cruces,
where Kumie is an independent,
contract bookkeeper with a
number of clients in Las Cruces.
Dave is a self-employed consult-
ant whose clients include the
New Mexico State University
Astronomy Department and the
El Paso Community College
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English Department. For more
details, people are welcome to
drop by Dave’s homepage at:

http:/lastro.nmsu.edu/ - summers.

1990s
Felicia (Gallegos) Aguilar (90,

BS, enve. engr.) was named
program manager for the Envi-
ronmental Restoration (ER)
Program for Los Alamos Techni-
cal Associates (LATA). She was
also promoted to section manager
for ER and Waste Management
Projects at LATA. Her husband
Julio Aguilar-Chang (87, BS,
geophysics; 90, MS, geophysics)
has been an Oracle database
administrator for the geophysics
group at Los Alamos National
Laboratory (LANL) for the past
five years. He is also the knowl-
edge-base coordinator for the
DOE National Nuclear Security
Administration Ground-Based
Nuclear Explosion Monitoring
Research and Engineering pro-

gram at LANL.
Tyra Chavez (90, BS, materials

engr.) was one of three women
working in the aerospace industry
who were profiled in New Mexico
Woman in November 2001.
Chavez is plant fulfillment
manager at GE’s Aircraft Engines
in Albuquerque’s South Valley.
She heads a team that is in charge
of raw materials ordering, plan-
ning, delivery, inventory, ship-
ping, and receiving. She also
enjoys making presentations for
high school and elementary
students, serving as a role model
for both Hispanic and women
engineers.

David Oakes (90, BS, math; 90,
BS, biology; 93, MS, math) and
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Amy Stoklas-Oakes (91, BS,
physics; 91, BS, engr.; 92, MS,
engr. 92) want to announce their
entrance into the “My Three
Sons” club with the birth of their
third child, Keefe Benjamin
Oakes. Keefe gained one of the
coveted numeric birthdays for the
year by entering the world on 2/
22/2002, five weeks early. He
joins big brothers Cam

Alexander, 4, and Tevel Aaron,
2.5. David is teaching math at
Mesa Community College in
Mesa, Ariz., and Amy is a project
manager for the Tech Group, a
global manufacturing company in
Tempe.

Kelly J. Avila (91, BS, psychol-
ogy; 91, BS, biology) has gradu-
ated from Colorado State Univer-
sity with a Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine degree.

Dennis Reda (91, BS, math; 94,
MS, math) writes, “In 2001, I
relocated to Las Vegas, Nevada.
I'm currently on sabbatical from
my job with the Navy, and I'm
pursuing a second bachelor’s
degree at the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas, in computer
science.

“T expect to be in Vegas until
May of 2003, and then, who
knows? I'd love to hear from old
friends. Drop me a note at
dmreda@aol.com, especially if
you're going to be in Vegas
sometime.

Carl E Benson (94, BS, hydrol-
ogy) married Anna-Marie Barber
on July 4, 1998. Their daughter,
Sophia Grace, was born in
Fairbanks on Dec. 31, 2001. Carl
works for Oasis Environmental
in Fairbanks.

Eric Campbell (94, BS, electri-
cal engr.) and his wife Elaine
welcomed Eric Aidan Campbell
on Aug. 19. Their other son,
Richard Declan, is 3 years old.
Eric writes, “My wife is currently
doing a fellowship in pediatric
cardiology at the University of
Indiana Riley Children’s Hospital.
[ have taken a position with
Rockwell Automation as a senior
engineer in their Global Manufac-
turing Solutions group. I work as
an embedded engineer at Eli Lilly
Company here in Indianapolis. I
am working on their automated
pharmaceutical process and
packaging systems. If any of my
fellow alumni wish to get in
touch with me they can do so at
eacampbell@ra.rockwell.com.”

Roxanne “Gypsy” Baer-Price
(96, BS, technical communica-
tion) and Shawn Price (96,
BGS) are the proud parents of
Peter Lee Price, born on June 20,
in Socorro. Shawn was recently
added to the faculty of Cotton-
wood Valley Charter School in
Socorro, and Roxanne is working
on freelance article and grant
writing.

Toby Click (96, BS, physics) has
become manager of the Mark
Smith Planetarium, at the Mu-
seum of Arts and Sciences in
Macon, GA. In addition to the
planetarium, the Museum also
has an observatory open to the
public on clear Friday nights.

Russell A. Higgins (96, BS,
biology) married Christine D.
Criscuolo on April 27, in Albu-
querque. They are both medical
students at the University of
New Mexico, and received their

M.D. degrees in May. Christine’s
specialty is family medicine and
Russell’s is pathology.

Sammy Sallam (96, MS, petro-
leum engr.) writes, “Shortly after
graduation from Tech, I worked
for Halliburton Energy Services
as a reservoir engineer/geoscien-
tist in Houston, Texas. [ was part
of a team responsible for engi-
neering 3D models for a revolu-
tionary technique for visualizing
the subsurface in three dimen-
sions. We also integrated the
different elements to visualize
the reservoir and predict future
performance. I was more specifi-
cally involved in the 3D simula-
tion aspects of the reservoir. My
work as part of a team can be
found in the November 1998 O/
and Gas Journal for a Halliburton
ad issued by the Reservoir
Description Group.

“Currently, I am working for
Hunt Oil Company in Yemen,
based in Dallas, Texas. We are
producing from the Marib PSA,

and are partners with Exxon.”

Ricardo A. Chona (97, BS, petr.
engr.) writes that he is a senior
reservoir engineer with Saudi
Arabian Texaco, working in the
Partitioned Neutral Zone in
Kuwait. He is in charge of
Ratawi’s peripheral waterflood.
His wife, Martha, and children
Daniela, 11, Nicolas, 10, and
Emilio, 1, are all enjoying living
in Kuwait.

Ricardo adds, “Always have good
memories of Socorro and New
Mexico Tech. We like to stay in
touch with friends. E-mails:
Rehonal @hotmail.com and
marthachona@yahoo.com.”
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Teresa Espindola (97, BS,
biology) writes, “I am a co-author
on my second publication. It is
titled “Cigarette Smoke-induced
Airway Hyperresponsiveness s
Not Dependent on Elevated
Immunoglobulin and Eosino-
philic Inflammation in a Mouse
Model of Allergic Airway Dis-
ease.” It was published in the
American Journal of Respiratory and
Critical Care Medicine.” Teresa is a
researcher technologist with
Lovelace Respiratory Research
Insticute in Albuquerque. Persons
wanting a copy of the publication
may contact her at

TEspindo@lyri.org.
Sofia Galanis Hohnholt (97, BS,

environmental engr.) and her
husband Gregory announce the
birth of their identical twin boys,
Thomas John and Stephen
Andrew, on May 14, 2002, in
Boston, Mass.

Dr. Alison Peck (97, MS, phys-
ics; 99, Ph.D., physics) writes,
“After two years in Germany, I
have just started a new
postdoctoral fellowship at the
Sub-Millimeter Array telescope
being built by the Smithsonian
Institution on Mauna Kea in
Hawaii. My new URL is hetp://
cfa-www. harvard, edu{ ~apeckl.”

Karl K. Thomas (97, BS, materi-
als engr.) and Angie (Partain)
Thomas (97, BS, environmental
engr.) moved back to New
Mexico in the summer of 2000
after 2 '/, years in upstate New
York. Angie works for Adelante
Consulring Inc., supporting the
Cerro Grande Rehabilitation
Project, mainly in the construc-

tion of the new EOQOC (Emer-

|

gency Operations Center). Karl
has started a new job with PA.
Smith Concepts and Designs,
also in Los Alamos. He is cur-
rently working on the Isotope
Production Facility, which will
eventually supply medical iso-
topes to hospitals. Karl and
Angie add, “We have a house in
White Rock and two dogs, no
kids. The dogs are enough.”

Bernadette Hernandez (99,
BS, chemistry) was one of 27
outstanding graduate students
chosen to attend the 52" con-
vention of Nobel Laureates in
Lindau, Germany, on July 1 - 5.
The U. S. Department of Energy
provided sponsorship for out-
standing researchers at DOE-
funded universities, national
laboratories, or other federal
facilities to travel to Lindau,
where Nobel laureates convene
annually to hold open and infor-
mal meetings with more than 400
students and young researchers
from around the world.
Bernadette is a graduate student
at Colorado State University and
has been a student intern at
Sandia National Laboratories.

Erin Page (99, BS, math) and
Lt. Robert Paul Rose (00, BS,
electrical engr.) were married on
June 29 at Eglin Air Force Base,
Ft. Walton Beach, Fla., in a
military wedding complete with
an honor guard and a saber arch.
Robert is stationed at Eglin Air
Force Base and is working in the
796th Civil Engineering Squad-
ron. Erin is an Americorps
member, serving her community
as a reading tutor for elementary

children.
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2000s
Sandeep Agnihotri (01, MS,

environmental engr.) earned first
place in a student poster presen-
tation competition at the 95®
Annual Air & Waste Management
Association (A&WMA) Confer-
ence, in June 2002. A research
paper on the same subject also
recently garnered him a first-
place award. Agnihotri’s award-
winning poster presentation
focused on the destruction of
hazardous air. Sandeep is pursu-
ing his doctorate at the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, where he is now
working on a novel concept of
using carbon nanotechnology for
energy and environmental appli-
cations.

Gencorp Foundation
Funds Scholarships at
New Mexico Tech

The GenCorp Foundation has
donated $1,500 to New Mexico
Tech in support of academic
scholarships for selected stu-
dents. The GenCorp
Foundation’s parent company,
GenCorp, is a major technology
based manufacturing company
headquartered in Sacramento,

Calif.

Aerojet, one of GenCorp’s main
subsidiaries that specializes in
military, civil, and commercial
aerospace and defense systems,
maintains corporate offices in
Socorro, N.M., and operates
testing facilities in the New
Mexico Tech Research Park.
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Dr. Marx Brook
July 12, 1920 — Sept. 3, 2002

by Paul Krebbiel, professor of
physics

[Note: Thisis an abbreviated version. The full
obituary is at hip:/fwww. nmt.edu/mainpage/
obituaries/mbrook.html ]

Marx Brook, longtime professor
of physics and professor emeritus
at New Mexico Tech, passed
away on Tuesday, September 3,
2002, while in the hospital
following emergency abdominal
surgery.

Marx received his B.Sc. degree in
physics from the University of

“New Mexico Tech gratefully
acknowledges the GenCorp
Foundation’s generous support of
our scholarship programs,” says
Steve Bobinsky, director of
advancement at New Mexico
Tech. “This donation will go a
long way in encouraging
academic excellence in all our
science and engineering
students.” i

New Mexico in 1944, where he
was a student of Robert Holzer
and E.J. Workman. He did his
graduate studies at UCLA, where
he received his M.Sc. and Ph.D.
degrees in 1949 and 1953,
respectively. After a brief stint as
a research geophysicist at UCLA’s
Institute of Geophysics, Marx
joined the Physics Department at
New Mexico Tech in 1954. This
was at the invitation of Dr.
Workman, who became president

of Tech in 1945.

Upon coming to Tech, Marx
began his long and distinguished
career as a lightning and thunder-
storm researcher. In his early
work, Marx collaborated with
Tech scientist Steve Reynolds on
laborartory studies of hail-based
thunderstorm charging processes,
observational studies of the
onset of electrification in storms,
and field studies of the sources
of electric charge during cloud-
to-ground (CQG) and intracloud
(IC) lightning flashes. Marx also
made high quality time-resolved
photographic measurements of
CG lightning discharges with
specially designed moving film
cameras. In 1957, Marx began a
series of highly fruitful collabora-
tions with a number of Japanese
scientists, first with Nobu
Kitagawa, then Toshio Ogawa,
Misumi Takagi, and later Minoru
Nakano. These studies produced
continuous, high speed measure-
ments of lightning electric field
changes that shed considerable
light on the in-cloud processes of
both CG and IC flashes.

Marx further established the
tradition started at Tech by Jack
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Workman and colleagues of
being a consummate experimen-
talist, observationalist, and
builder of research equipment.
He had a long-time interest in the
use of radar for studying thunder-
storms and some novel ideas
about how to do this. His many
and varied research projects thus
included the construction and
development of a fast-scanning
surveillance radar (the “red ball”
radar) that utilized noise trans-
missions to speed up the radar
reflectivity measurements of
storms, for which he received a
U.S. patent in 1976. The fast-
scanning radar was used as part
of an NSF-sponsored study
lightning and thunderstorms over
Kennedy Space Center during the
Thunderstorm Research Interna-
tional Program (TRIP) during the
summers of 1976-1978, in
collaboration with Roger
Lhermitte of the University of
Miami. Also starting in the 1970s
he oversaw the development of a
larger, wideband noise and dual-
polarization radar that has con-
tinued to be a state-of-the-art
research platform to this day.

In addition to his early lightning
studies, Marx made measure-
ments of positive CG lightning
during two winter seasons in
Japan during 1976 and 1977. He
continued these and related
observations in conjunction with
his long-time colleagues Bernard
Vonnegut and Richard Orville at
the State University of New York
in Albany, and during the Con-
vective and Precipitation Electri-
fication study (CaPE) held at
Kennedy Space Center

in 1991. Marx’s involvement in
studies at Kennedy Space Center
dated back to 1970 when he and
Tech colleagues C.B. Moore and
Charles Holmes conducted a
study of the November 1969
Apollo 12 lightning incident, in
which the Apollo moon rocket
triggered a lightning discharge
shortly after being launched into
an electrified cloud. Later, in
1973, Marx collaborated with
Charlie Moore and T.
Sigurgeirsson in a study of
lightning during the Heimay
Island volcanic eruption off the
southern coast of Iceland.

Marx was promoted to professor
of physics in 1960 and was
chairman of Tech’s Physics
Department from 1968-1978. In
1978, he became director of the
Research and Development
Division at Tech, remaining in
that position until his retirement
in 1986. In 1983, Marx was
instrumental in establishing the
Center for Explosives Technol-
ogy Research (CETR) and
recruiting its internationally
known director, Per-Anders
Persson.

Of the various awards and
honors that Marx received, the
one that he was most proud of
was the Lifetime Achievement
Award that was presented to him,
Charlie Moore, and Bernie
Vonnegut in December 1993 by
the atmospheric electricity
community at the Fall AGU
Meeting that year.

Marx was born on July 12, 1920
in New York City. He is survived

by his wife of 55 years, Dorothy,
and by children Janet, Jim,
Georgia, and their families.

Persons wishing to make a
memorial contribution may do so
by donating to the Esther and
Abraham Brook Award Fund,
established at Tech by Marx in
memory of his parents, c/o
Office for Advancement, New
Mexico Tech, 801 Leroy Place,
Socorro, NM 87801.

Obituaries

March to October 2002

John David Aumen passed away
on April 16, in Gulf Breeze, Fla.
He was a 1951 graduate of the
New Mexico School of Mines,
with a bachelor’s degree in
mining engineering. Aumen was
born in New Haven, Conn. on
January 3, 1923. He served in the
U.S. Coast Guard for three years
during World War II. John was
retired from Monsanto, where he
was a project engineer.

John was preceded in death by
his parents, John D. Aumen, Sr.,
and Edith Enquist Aumen and
brother, William C. Aumen. He is
survived by his loving wife of 57
years, Clara B. Aumen; son, John
D. Aumen III of Gulf Breeze,
Fla.; daughters, Karin

(Donald) Thomas of Gulf
Breeze, Lauri (Daniel) Borer of
Sebastian, Fla., Karla H. Aumen
of Gulf Breeze, grandson, Brian
and wife Melissa Thomas; several
great-grandchildren, brother-in-

1>
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law, John W. Blanke of Navarre,
and sister-in-law, Eva Aumen of
Mustoe, Va.

John J. Godell age 86, passed
away on March 11. He was a
1940 graduate of the School of
Mines with a bachelor’s degree in
mining engineering. He had
worked in the oil industry, and, in
addition, had owned a dry clean-
ing shop and a pizza restaurant.
He was a member of the
President’s Club and a Lifetime
Member of the Alumni Associa-
tion. He is survived by his wife,
Mary; son, John, and wife, Carol
Godell; son, James R. and wife,
Yvonne Godell; and their fami-

- lies.

Frederick Hendershot, a2 1938
graduate of the New Mexico
School of Mines, passed away on
April 18 at Oaknoll Retirement
Residence in Iowa City. He was
89.

Mr. Hendershot was born on
Nov. 27, 1912, in Newark, N.J.,
to E Elias and Ethel (Vroom)
Hendershot. He married Virginia
Ball on Feb. 3, 1938, in
Bernalillo, N.M. She died in
1995. He received a bachelor of
science degree in mining engi-
neering from the New Mexico
School of Mines, and served as a
lieutenant commander in the U. S.

Navy from 1943 to 1947.

His profession of mining engi-
neering took him to Arizona,
Colorado, Idaho, Mexico, Colom-
bia, Venezuela, and Canada. His
engineering experience included
positions of chief engineer, chief
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of mine planning, and general
manager.

He was a member of the First
United Methodist Church, Iowa
City Noon Lions Club, Elks
Lodge, Optimists, American
Legion, and the American Insti-
tute of Mining Engineers.

James E. Kapteina, class of
1952, passed away on March 22.
James was the only son of Grace
Anderson and Otto Kapteina. He
served in World War IT in the U.S.
Army Transportation Corps in
North Africa, Sicily, and Italy as a

staff sergeant.

After the war, he moved to
Socorro to attend the New
Mexico School of Mines, where
he graduated in 1952 with a
bachelor’s degree in petroleum
engineering. He married Virginia
Fern Cross Grissom in Socorro on
Aug. 26, 1950. James worked for
the Standard Oil Company of
Texas from 1952 to 1959, when
he moved to Santa Fe to work for
the Oil Conservation Commis-
sion of New Mexico. He retired
from state service in 1977.
Virginia predeceased him in

1993.

He is survived by his daughter,
Linda, and her husband, Kenneth
Hansen; step-daughter, Barbara
Grissom; two sisters, Jane
Daniels and Martha Gunia; and
grandchildren, nieces, and neph-
ews.

Philip B. Mudgett (30, BS,
mining engr.), age 94, passed
away on July 22 in Denver. He

was a mining engineer, retired
from the U. S. Geological Survey.
No further information was
available at press time.

J. Rogers (Rod) Pearcy died on
April 7 at the age of 72 in Sidell,
La. He was a 1960 graduate of
New Mexico Tech, with a
bachelor’s degree in petroleum
engineering.

Pearcy was a resident of
Granbury, Texas, for the past
nine years. He was a native of
Gorman, Texas. Pearcy began his
32-year career with the U.S.
Geological Survey as a petroleum
engineer in Roswell, N.M. He
moved to Mandeville, La., in
1968 and advanced to become
the Regional Director of the
Gulf of Mexico Region for the
Minerals Management Service, a
branch of the Dept. of Interior in
New Orleans. Pearcy was widely
recognized in the oil industry as
an expert in reservoir engineering
and management of offshore
production of oil and gas. Most
notable of his many awards and
honors were his selection as
Engineer of the Year for the U.S.
Dept. of the Interior in 1984 and
recipient of the Distinguished
Service Award, the highest award
given by the Dept. of Interior in
1985. Pearcy had been a member
of the Offshore Operating
Committee; a past president of
the New Orleans Chapter of
Petroleum Engineers (AIME);
and a former member of Beau
Chene Country Club.

Survivors include his wife, Pat;
four sons: Bret, Houston, Texas;
Vic, Austin, Texas; Robert,
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Slidell, La.; and Jeff, Atlanta,
Ga.; three brothers; Neil, Morgan
Point, Texas; Jan, Hico, Texas;
and Derrell, McComb, Okla. He
is also survived by grandchildren
and step-grandchildren. Pearcy
donated his body to LSU Medical
School for research.

Arthur P. Stanton, New Mexico
Tech’s longtime registrar and
personnel manager, died on
Saturday, April 27, 2002.

Stanton was born in Albuquerque
on October 9, 1912 to Antonio
and Mercedes Chavez, both of
pioneer New Mexico families. He
graduated from Albuquerque
High School in 1932 and from
the University of New Mexico in
1937 with a B.S. in mathematics.
He served in the South Pacific
(Mariana and Gilbert Islands
campaigns) until the end of

World War II.

In 1947, Stanton joined New
Mexico Tech as registrar and
personnel manager. He instituted
Tech’s Honors Work-Study
program in 1952. After retiring
from Tech in 1971, he joined the
University of New Mexico and
developed the New Mexico State
Student Loan Program.

His memberships include Sigma
Phi-Epsilon fraternity, the Albu-
querque 20/30 Club, Socorro
Presbyterian Church and Socorro
Rotary Club. He served as presi-
dent of the Rotary Club, was a
Paul Harris Fellow and District
Governor Representative. His
hobbies included home
improvement, golf and fishing.

Art was preceded in death by his
parents, a sister, Melba Bailey
and brothers Benjamin and
Walter. He is survived by his
beloved wife, Jean; sister,
Mercedes Garoffolo; daughter
Ann Stanton and husband, David
Connor of Montpelier, VT; son,
Thomas Stanton and wife, Mary
of Polvadera, NM; four grand-
children: Christopher and Ben-
jamin Stanton, Jesse Snipper and
Nora Connor, and many beloved
nieces and nephews.

Jeremiah Wright, a New Mexico
Tech student and captain of the
Tech Pygmies Rugby Football
Club, was killed in a car accident
on Sept. 28. Jeremiah, age 22,
was a senior in mechanical
engineering.

Wright and Erron Rae Todd, a
University of New Mexico
student, were passengers in a
vehicle driven by another Tech
student, Christopher Michel, 22,
of Socorro. According to pub-
lished sources, the Michel vehicle
pulled into the intersection of
California and Bullock streets
and into the path of an oncoming
State Police car. The accident is
under investigation.

Wright and Todd were both killed
on impact. Michel was injured
but was released from the hospi-
tal two days later. He and Wright
were housemates, and Todd was
his fiancée.

“Jeremiah led by example,” said
Dave Wheelock, Tech’s rugby

coach. “He was unassuming and

thoughtful, never verbose, and
yet when he spoke, people
listened. Jeremiah personified
the ancient ideal of a sound mind
in a sound body.”

“He was a very quiet, mature,
professional young man,” said Dr.
Harold Walling, chairman of
Tech’s mechanical engineering
department and Wright's faculty
advisor for two years.

Tributes and a full obituary are at

http://www.nmt.edu/mainpage/

obituaries/wright.html. The
Department of Mechanical

Engineering established a
“Jeremiah Wright Memorial
Fund,” proceeds of which will be
used to purchase much-needed
computer equipment for the
department in Jeremiah’s name.
Contributions should be ad-
dressed to: Advancement Office,
New Mexico Tech, 801 Leroy
Place, Socorro, N.M. 87801.
Please make checks out to “New
Mexico Tech” and write
“Jeremiah Wright” on the memo

line of the check.)

The Alumni Office received
word of the passing of Michael
Terrell (73, BGS), a resident of
Palos Hills, Ill. No further

information was available.

The Alumni Office received
word of the passing of Andrew
J. Zinkl (39, BS, petroleum engr.)
on Feb. 12, 1999, of congestive
heart failure resulting from
respiratory complications. No
further information was

available. & =¥
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