Open Letter to Alumni from Dr. Daniel H. Lépez

Dear New Mexico Tech Alumni,

New Mexico Tech will con-
tinue to be officially known as
the “New Mexico Institute of
Mining and Technology”

After months of reviewing re-
sponses and opinions submit-

ted by Tech alumni and other
university constituents, the
New Mexico Tech Board of Re-

gents recently voted in a
unanimous fashion to not pro-
ceed with plans to change the
official name of the school.

The evidence garnered this

year from public hearings, e-

mail and other correspon-
dence, and surveys taken of
Tech alumni, as well as Tech
faculty, students, and staff,
clearly indicated that an over-

whelming majority of these
stake holders were vehemently
opposed to changing the
name of our university.

[ must admit, at the start of the ‘

process, | had an open mind
about the possible merits of
modifying the name of our in-

thering national recognition,
attracting more students, and

boosting enrollment in the

face of increasing competition
at both state and national lev-
els.

strong opposing
views to changing

But, after directly fielding the |

expressions of

the school's name,
after carefully lis-
tening to hours of
testimony, and af-
ter reading reams
of letters concern-
ing the proposed
name change, I,
too, came to fully
support retaining
our school’s name
and recommended to the
Board of Regents that they opt
to not change New Mexico
Tech’s name.

Therefore, I strongly support
the formal action taken by the
regents concerning the name
change issue; and, I'd like to
personally assure you that we
will now concentrate our ef-
forts on actively promoting
and marketing New Mexico
Tech, so that our school’s name
is more easily recognized
among prospective students
and employers throughout the

~ state and nation.
stitution, in the hopes of fur

You, as a New Mexico Tech

~alum, can assist us in advanc-

ing our mission by becoming
“ambassadors” for your alma
mater in your own community.
In fact, the Tech Admission Of-

fice currently is bolstering a
student recruit-
ment program in
which Tech alumni
serve as represen-
tatives of our uni-
versity at college
fairs, receptions,
and organizational
meetings through-
out the country.

As early as next
year, New Mexico
Tech will also em-
bark on a capital campaign to
acquire much-needed finan-
cial support for several impor-
tant projects which will be ini-
tiated on campus.We'll also be
needing your help in that re-
spect, as well.

Thank you for taking time
away from your busy schedule
to express your concerns and
opinions about the name
change issue. As you can see,
your university’s governing
board has indeed listened to
prevailing sentiments and has
acted accordingly.

Sincerely yours,

Qu1d A

Dr.Daniel H. L6pez
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Coming Next Issue:
Advertise in Gold Pan!

Beginning with the next issue, Geld
Pan will accept advertising. Our
prices are $15 per column-inch,
$175 for a half-page, or $300 for a
full-page ad. We can either work
with your camera-ready copy or
create a layout from your copy.

To place an ad, or for more in-
formation, call (505) 835-
5618, or e-mail khedges@
admin.nmt.edu.

From the Editor: |

A number of things are new with
this issue of Gold Pun We have
a new look, but changes at the
Office for Advancement lie deeper
than that. Within the past year,
we have also had a number of
staff changes.

The current staff for the Office
for Advancement is:

© Steve Bobinsky, Director of
the Office for Advancement

+ Kathy Hedges, Cold Pan
Editor, Web Content Provider,
Publications Writer

* Rose Baca, Coordinator of Mar
keting and Alumni Relations

* George Zamora, Newswriter

and Photographer
* Stephany Moore, Grant Writer and
College Surveys Coordinator
» Edie Steinhoff, Graphic Designer
* Jeanette Chavez, Administrative Sec-
retary
Many of you alumni have known
some or all of us for many years.
Profiles of Steve Bobinsky and
Rose Baca appear in this issue.

With the new staff, we are also
trying to make some changes in
the way Gold Panis brought to
you.We are initiating the project
of providing Gofd Peronline in
.pdf format, at www.nmt.edu/
mainpage/alumni.html#gp. In
addition, we are making Gold
Panavailable by e-mail, through
the website Egroups.com. You
may subscribe to an electronic
version of Gold Panat 0.

We also hope to bring you
shorter Gold Puns more fre-
quently. To accomplish this, we
are starting to accept advertising,
to help offset our costs.

We hope that this combination of
sending (oid Panelectronically
and accepting advertising will
enable us to keep you better in-
formed more frequently.You may
also want to periodically visit our
‘Alumni and Friends” webpage at
www.nmt.edu/mainpage/
alumni.html.

Kathy Hedges

Gold Pareditor

Gold FPan is published by the Office for Advancement, New
Mexico Tech, 801 Leroy Place, Socorro, NM 87801.

Gold Pan is available on the web at www.nmt edu/mainpage/
alumni/goldpan/. New Mexico Tech is an equal opportunity/affir-

mative action institution.

New Mexico Tech Alumni Association

President: Rose Baca (97, BS, technical communication)

In-state vice president: Dennis Walsh (97, BS, business administration)
Out-of-state vice president: John Dowdle (60, BS, math)
Secretary: Theresa Boracci (96, BGS)

Treasurer: Judy Provine Odinek (75, BS, biology)

Gold Pan staff:

- Director, Office for Advancement:
Steve Bobinsky, sbobinsky@admin.nmt.edu
» Gold Pan editor: Kathleen Hedges, khedges@admin.nmt.edu
- Design and layout: Edie Steinhoff, esteinhoff@admin.nmt.edu
+ Contributing writer: George Zamora, gzamora@nmt.edu
+ Contributing editor: Stephany Moore, smoore@admin. nmt edu

- Contributing writer: Valerie Kimble, vkimble@nmt.edu

The Alumni Office con-
gratulates Richard Ortega,
who has moved to a job at
the University of Texas at
San Antonio.

Steve Bobinsky—
Director of
Advancement

A number of Tech
alumni already know
Steve Bobinsky, who
joined the Advance-
ment Office in late
July. As an associate
director of admission
for the past year-and-
a-half, he has orga- &8
nized “Winners in the §&
World,” the alumni
volunteer program for recruit-
ing new students.In the course
of the program, Steve became
acquainted with many alumni.
Now, he's bringing a fresh and
enthusiastic outlook to the Ad-
vancement Office.

“I loved working in Admission,’
he says.“Students of high cali-
ber are attracted to Tech.Tech
students are the ones who are
going to ‘rock our world.! By
that,I mean that Tech graduates
will create new technology that
will change the way we do
things, the way the develop-
ment of cell phones and micro-
wave ovens changed aspects of
our daily life.Tech students are
involved in projects will change
society’s behaviors.”

Steve brings a background in
business, marketing,and public
relations to the Advancement
Office. Before working at Tech’s
Admission Office, he worked at
New Mexico Highlands Univer-

51ty, where he received his bach-

elor of arts degree in business
administration and marketing
in 1988.During his six-year ten-
ure as Student Recruitment Co-
ordinator, new students in-
creased by 26 percent,at a time
when most universities saw de-
clining enrollment numbers.

“Technology changes the way
you do things,” Steve says. “We
hope alumni will accept more
emphasis on electronic com-
munication, rather than
paper mailings.”

Steve was born in Oak
. Park, Ill., although his
- family moved to Colo-
rado while he was still
small. He grew up in
g Littleton,Colo.,where he
4 graduated from Littleton
ngh School He attended Snow
College, a junior college in
Utah, and transferred to High-
lands, where he finished his
bachelor's degree in 1988. He
played football at both colleges
and coached it at Highlands for
three seasons.

“I'think the exciting thing about
New Mexico Tech is the ‘Wow’
factor,” Steve says. “When you
hear about some of the re-
search that students and faculty
are involved in you just have to
say ‘Wow. [ think the most excit-
ing part of this job will be expos-
ing the West's best-kept secret”

Steve and his wife Brenda live
in Los Lunas with their three
daughters,Gabrielle, 7; Andrelle,
4:and Joelle, 2. Brenda teaches
science at the Montessori
School of the Rio Grande in Al-
buquerque,which their two old-
est daughters attend.She is also
a student in Tech's Master of Sci-
ence Teaching program. <G>

New Mex:co Schoo! of aﬂmee

Commencement
2000

At commencement ceremonies
on May 13, New Mexico Tech pre-
sented 245 bachelor’s, master’s,
and Ph.D. degrees, including two
to honorary degree recipients.

An honorary doctorate of petro-
leum engineering was presented
to Robert O. Anderson, long-
time head of ARCO and well-
known oil businessman from
Roswell, N. M. Jonathan Spargo,
a Socorro resident who has been
active in volunteer work at
Etscorn Campus Observatory, was
honored with a master’s degree in
astronomical instrumentation.
(See related article on page 8.)

The New Mexico Tech Alumni
Association presented two Dis-
tinguished Achievement Awards
to alumni. Dr. Walter Fisher,
who earned his master's and
Ph.D. degrees at New Mexico
Tech in metallurgy, was selected
for the award for his achieve-
ments as a professor at the Uni-
versity of Texas at El Paso.
David Matter, a member of the
Class of 1950 attending his 50th
reunion, was honored for his ca-
reer in metallurgy. (See related
articles on pages 7 and 9.)

The university honored Dr.
Paul Krehbiel, professor of
physics, as its Distinguished Re-
searcher. Krehbiel has studied
thunderstorm electrification
and developed instruments for
that purpose, including a new
Lightning Mapping Array. Dr.
Deidre Hirschfeld, associate
professor of materials engineer-
ing, was named recipient of the

Distinguished Teaching Award,
(Commencement 2000 continued on

page 4.)
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tional Technology Corp., a con-

Commencement 2000 (cont.)

Institute for Radio Astronomy in

Collins., Colo., where he will en-

Alumni Prominent

R ?aca - tractor with Los Alamos National Bonn, Germany, where she has ter a Ph.D.program. in Ruabv Vi
Coordinator of Laboratory. In mid-1998, she based on letters of recommenda- accepted  a two-year qpo oo Award for the male | 1V TUGPY ictory

Alumni Relations

Rose Baca is new to the Advance-
ment Office,but she’s no stranger
to Tech alumni. She’s been
around Tech one way or another;
since 1985.

Rose is a Socorro na-
tive and a graduate
of Socorro High
School. She started
working at Tech in
1985, first in the Cam-
pus Police Office,
then for Student Ser-
vices,and then for Registrar’s.One
of her chief achievements at
Registrar’s was coordinating
Tech’s Community College,which
she did from 1990 to 1994. Rose
initiated Kids' Kollege,a summer:
program for youth. (Socorro Con-
solidated Schools later incorpo-
rated Kids'Kollege into their sum-
mer school program.)

“When | worked at the Registrar’s
Office, I became good friends
with many Tech students,"recalls
Rose.“l registered them and saw
them graduate,and many of them
said to me,'Go to college.You can
do it They influenced me to be-
come a Tech student myself”
(Many Tech students who met
Rose during this time probably re-
member her as Rose Salazar.)

Rose earned her degree in tech-
nical communication in 1997.°]
picked TC because [ enjoy writing.
TC is a diverse field — you get to
deal with a lot of different things.”

After spending a semester as de-
partment secretary to the Tech
Computer Center, Rose went to
Los Alamos to work as a techni-
cal writer and editor for Interna-

4

moved back to Socorro. She
worked at the Financial Aid Of-
fice from July 1998 until February
of 2000, when she moved to her
new job at the Advancement Of-
fice.

“One of the most enjoyable things
I've done since starting
here was organizing the
Golden Reunion for the
Class of 1950, Rose says.
“Meeting the alums, hear-
ing their stories, and hear-
A ing about old Tech tradi-
tions was fascinating. They
were so excited to see
each other,and we all had a won-
derful time”

As for plans for the future, Rose
says,‘l want to increase commu-
nication between Tech and
alumni and among alumni them-
selves.] want to bring back some
traditions. This year’s 49ers is
meant to be a return to some of

the fun traditions of the past.An-:

other thing Id like to start is an
online message board for alumni,
so they can talk to each other
about Tech events they are at-
tending and other things.I would
also like to start a mentorship pro-

gram in which alumni mentor sci-
ence-oriented high school stu-
dents in their communities and |

are recognized for it.I see this as
a way for alumni to give back
what they have been fortunate
enough to receive”

Rose has two daughters: Rudi
Salazar,13,and Rebeca Salazar,8.
She is also the stepmother of two
current Tech employees.‘l helped
raised Roslynn Ulibarri, who
works in the Admission Office
and Robert Salazar,who works at

the Physical Plant” _—
-

tion from students. A new
award, the Students’ Choice
Award, was presented to Dr.
George Cunningham, associ-
ate professor of electrical engi-
neering, for his commitment to
students and to excellence.

The highest award to a gradu-
ate student went to Dr. Alison
Peck, who received her Ph.D. in
astrophysics. Peck finished her
doctoral work in December 1999,
and she is a postdoctoral fellow
at the Max Plank Institute for
Radio Astronomy in Germany.

This was the second Founder’s
Award for Peck, who also re-
ceived the award when she
graduated with her master’s de-
gree in 1997. Her first Founder’s
Award was based primarily on
her active leadership of the
Graduate Students Association.
Her second Founder’s Award
was driven by her outstanding
research, including three high-
quality publications in the As-
trophysical Journal which arose
out of her doctoral research.

Peck has been doing research on
compact symmetric objects,
which are young radio galaxies
which emit jets perpendicular to
the observer’s line of sight. The
small linear sizes of these objects
make them valuable for studies
of both the evolution of radio
galaxies and testing unified
schemes for active galactic nu-
clei.

Recently, Peck was one of the
discoverers of the third most lu-
minous megamaser discovered
to date. This megamaser became
detectable when it “flared” in
conjunction with the host radio
galaxy. These observations were
part of her research at the Max Plank

postdoctoral research fellow-
ship.

Peck was an active member of
New Mexico Tech’s Strategic
Planning Committee in 1998.
She has twice been the recipi-
ent of the Physics Department'’s
Leslie Fallon award for the
department’s Outstanding Phys-

ics Teaching Assistant. She has | the faculty in March, received a

ate students for New Mexico S relons cagrasiin sth lughe

been active in recruiting gradu-

Tech.

Peck is the daughter of Dr.Eliza-
beth Peck of Kearney, Nebraska,
and Dr. Dwight Peck of Bassins,
Switzerland. Peck received her
bachelor’s degree from the Uni-
versity of Nebraska at Kearney
with a double major in physics
and math.

Two of the top awards to under-
graduates,the Brown Award and
Cramer Award,went to Julie Ann
Wiens. Wiens also received a
bachelor’s degree in electrical
engineering with high honors.
She was chosen for the Brown
Award by the faculty on the ba-
sis of her scholarship,leadership,
and conduct.The Cramer Award
for the woman engineering stu-
dent who excels in scholarship
was presented to her on the ba-
sis of her outstanding grades.

Wiens has received a number of
academic honors and awards,
including a scholarship from the
American Association of Univer-
sity Women and runner-up posi-
tion as Engineering Student of
the Year for 2000. She has been
active in many campus activities
and organizations.

Wiens and her husband Kyle,
who received a master’s degree
in physics, are moving to Ft.

- engineering student with the
 highest academic achievement

was given to two outstanding
students who both had perfect
4.0 grade point averages,
Michael Davis and Timothy
Sande.

Davis,who had been named“En-
gineering Student of the Year” by

est honors in electrical engi-
neering and is going to a job at
Hewlett-Packard in Ft. Collins.,
Colo., where he held an intern-
ship last summer.

Sande, who earned his degree
with highest honors in petro-
leum engineering, had been
home-schooled in Kalama,
Wash., and had earned an
associate’s degree in geology at

: Lower Columbia College.In ad-

dition to his regular classwork,
Sande has worked for New
Mexico Tech’s petroleum engi-
neering department on a U. S.

. Department of Energy research

project which involves investi-
gating natural fractures present
in gas formations throughout
northwest New Mexico’s San
Juan Basin, the nation’s second
largest gas-producing area.
Sande has also been an instruc-
tor in a reservoir engineering
laboratory at the university.

Mark Stanley was named recipi-
ent of the Langmuir Award, given
to a graduate student for a re-
cent outstanding publication.
Stanley,who earned a Ph.D.in at-
mospheric physics, received his
award for being first author on
the paper “High speed video of
initial sprite development,” pub-

lished in Geophysical Research

Letters in October 1999.

over Welsh

Dave Wheelock, Tech rugby coach

During finals week this past
spring semester, the Bethesda
Rugby Club of Wales set up
camp in Socorro, intent on
avenging a heralded Tech vic-
tory on their own field in northern
Wales in 1998.The timing cre-
ated a “sticky wicket,” since
more than half of Tech’s stu-
dent players were caught up in
the chaos of final exams.

Enter “the Ancestors,” New
Mexico Tech’s alumni rugby
players,who arrived from Santa
Fe, Los Alamos, and Albuquer-
que. Nine in all, these Tech
grads now play rugby for club
“sides” in their respective
home towns, and returned to
Socorro to defend the
Institute’s honor.

On the evening of Tuesday, May
9, the New Mexico Tech men'’s
rugby club once again defied
the odds against a well-honed
team of rugby players from a
land where that game is king,
claiming a 19-12 victory. Of the
20 Tech men who appeared in
the match, nine were Tech
alumni, and one, Dr. Clint
Richardson,is a Tech professor.
The“Ancestor”teams and play-
ers are as follows:

Santa Fe Santos: Marcos Barela,
Sean French, James Napier,
James Rubin, James Santo, Ron
Trueblood

Albuquerqgue Brujos: John Ellis,
Toban Robledo, Dr. Clint “Doc”
Richardson, chair, Mineral &
Environmental Engineering
Department; Bill Tafoya, Socorro,
at large. o
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(Golden Reunion attendees in boldface)

STANDING (left-right): Cecil Kerley, John McCaslin, Joe Bartol, Roger Richman, Kenny Reim, Gil
Noland, Clarence “Mo” Morrison, Bob Ellingsen, Fred Giese, Darwin “Greg” Gregory, Bob Slingerland,
Tom Perrott, Vic Hansen, Don Richter, Dean Beckerdite, Tony Blass, Chet Rachwal, Alan
Cheetham, Dave Matter, Charlie Fleming, Ted “Gromyko” Szmyd, Bill Adkins, Chet Green, George
Brewer, Jack Hunt, Ernie Jonas. MIDDLE ROW (left-right): Lou Regotti, John Duncan, Ev Ramsey,
Elwood “Woody” Eutermoser, Mrs. Lillian Herkenhoff (retiring supervisor of dining/residence halls),
Joel Kobelin, Ray Senn. FRONT ROW (left-right): Frank Galli, Dick Witman, John Yuronka, Jim
Bell, Dick Larson, Jim Doyle. NOT SHOWN: Dick Anderson, Milt Barber, Bill Donovan, Jim Doherty,
Jim Doty, Ed Hanson, Ken Hill, Bob Lane, Marv Napack, Ron Samples, Paul Stevens, Dick Waller.

At our commencement on Friday, May 26, 1950, 47 of us received
Bachelor of Science degrees: two in chemistry, six in geology, two in
geophysics, nine in metallurgical engineering, 20 in mining engi-
neering, seven in petroleum engineering, and one in physics. Three
received Bachelor of Engineering degrees in geology. In addition,
an honorary Doctor of Science degree was awarded to a physicist,
Edward U. Condon, from the University of lowa. A phy51c1st Dr.
Irving Langmuir delivered the commencement address. i

Back Row (left-right): Alan Cheetham, Dave Matter, Dean Beckerdite, Vic Hansen, Roger Richman,
Jack Hunt, John Duncan, Don Richter. Front Row (left-right): Ray Senn, Cecil Kerley, Emie Jonas,
Bob Lane. Photographed at the Val Verde Hotel, Socorro, May 12, 2000, by Thames Wedgewood
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First Recipient of
Students’ Choice
Award

New Mexico Tech initiated the
new Students’ Choice Award at
this year’s Commencement
and selected Dr. George A.
Cunningham III, associate pro-
fessor of i g

electrical en- -
gineering, as
recipient.

The Student
Association
selected
Cunningham
for the award based on a poll
of the student body because of
the excellence of his teaching,
both in the classroom and in
one-on-one lab and study ses-
sions. Students consistently
described him as being easy to
approach and talk to.

James Fox, the student who
chaired the selection commit-
tee, said, “Dr. Cunningham
will stop whatever he is doing
to speak with a student about
anything. He makes us feel
welcome, and students always
appreciate being made to feel
welcome by our professors.”

Cunningham came to New
Mexico Tech in 1989, when the
university was starting its
electrical engineering pro-
gram. He says, “When the de-
partment started, we had a vi-
sion of providing a quality en-
gineering education to New
Mexico students. We wanted

our graduates to be able to
compete with graduates from
the best schools on Earth.
Also, we did not mean to limit

cnngham 0

this experience to the super achiev-
ers — we expected, and continue
to expect, the best from everyone,
but we also try to help everyone
through”

“This year,” Cunningham adds,
“for the second time in a row,
the EE Department had the larg-
est graduating class of any de-
partment at Tech, and over two-
thirds of our students graduated
with honors. Our graduates are
very successful in the working
world, largely, | think, because
of the emphasis on hands-on
education here at Tech’

Cunningham says he particu-
larly identifies with students
who come from small towns.
“l grew up in West Virginia, a
poor, rural state with many
isolated areas. | was blessed to
get a very high quality educa-
tion at Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, Ohio.
[ know firsthand how difficult
it is to succeed in college when
you have come from a rural
background. Thus, some of the
students | am proudest of at
Tech came from small New
Mexico towns like Ojo
Caliente, Mora, and Datil, and
they have gone on to success-
ful careers as engineers.”

Cunningham’s career as an
engineer has included a num-
ber of twists and turns. After
graduating from Case West-
ern, he worked for Boeing Air-
craft for a few years and then
became an independent certi-
fied public accountant. Next,
he worked for the City of Se-
attle, starting as a manage-
ment analyst and ending as
the city’s senior automotive
engineer. He then returned to
school at the University of
Washington, where he got a

master’s degree in mathematics
and a Ph.D.in electrical engineer-
ing. Before coming to New Mexico
Tech, he taught at the University of
North Florida and Harvey Mudd
College.

“An important experience that
has shaped my thinking,”
Cunningham adds, “is work-
ing for Nokia Mobile Phones,
while on leave from Tech. In
the past dozen years, Nokia
has gone from being a small
company on the banks of the
Nokia River in Finland to the
world’s largest cell phone com-
pany with facilities all over the
world, employing people of all
nationalities. My experiences
at Nokia certainly reinforced
my view that good people come
from everywhere. Of course,
33 years in a wheelchair has
also been wonderful for broad-
ening my perspective on some
of life’s little problems and the
treatment of minorities.”

On July 7 in San Diego,
Cunningham married Bhavna
Mehta, a computer scientist
who has been working at
Nokia. Cunningham is the son
of George A. Cunningham, Jr.,
who resides in Floral City, Fla.,
and Port Angeles, Wash. S 2"

Matter Receives
Distinguished
Achievement
Award

The New Mexico Tech Alumni
Association presented its Dis-
tinguished Achievement Award
to David Matter, a 1950 gradu-
ate with a degree in metallurgy.
After receiving his degree, Mat-
ter went on to a distinguished

w Mexico School of Mines

' career in metallurgy. After six

years in the manufacturing re-
search department of Interna-
tional Harvester Company in
Chicago, Dave went to work in
1956 for Ohio Ferro-Alloys Cor-
poration in Canton,Ohio,where
he served as manager of the
foundry service,vice president
for sales, and until his retire-
ment in 1992, senior vice presi-
dent and president of a subsid-
iary engineering company.

For his technical contributions
to metallurgy, Dave was hon-
ored in 1976 with the highest
award of the American
Foundrymen's Society, the
Penton Gold Medal, “for out-
standing technical contribu-
tions to the Industry, especially
in the fields of gray and ductile
iron metallurgy and related
production practices” The So-
ciety also made Dave an hon-
orary Life Member and pre-
sented him with an Award of
Scientific Merit in 1966.

Throughout his career, Matter
was active in technical society
affairs,
serving
on, and
frequently
chairing,
commit-
tees in-
volved in
setting
standards
for the production and use of
metals. In addition to the
American Foundrymen’s Soci-
ety, these included the Ameri-
can Society for Metals, the So-
ciety of Automotive Engineers,
the American Society for Test-
ing and Materials,and the Duc-
tile Iron Society. In addition to
his service on behalf of techni-
cal standards, Matter was ac-
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tive in education, serving on
the board of directors of the
Foundry Educational Founda-
tion and chairman of its college
evaluation and scholarship
committees.

Dave came to the New
Mexico School of Mines a
decorated veteran of World
War II, his decorations includ-
ing the Belgian Croix de
Guerre. At Tech, he was very
active in student affairs, serv-
ing on the student council
and on the editorial staffs on
the Porphyry yearbook and
the Gold Pan student newspa-
per, and in intramural athlet-
ics.

Dave and his wife Pat reside
in Kernersville, N.C., where

they are retired.
y L

Jon Spargo
Honored for
Volunteerism

Anyone who has gone up to
Etscorn Campus Observatory
(ECO) in the past several years,
whether to |
v i e w
Comet
Hale-Bopp, &
check out §
the planets
during the
monthly
star party,
or see the
array of telescopes assembled
for the Enchanted Skies Star
Party, has probably heard an
ebullient voice in the darkness,
expounding on the night sky to
visitors. Chances are the voice
belonged to Jon Spargo, an
avid amateur astronomer
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whose volunteer activities at
ECO have made it one of New
Mexico Tech’s premiere out-
reach facilities for bringing sci-
ence to the public.

At Commencement on May 13,
New Mexico Tech thanked
Spargo by presenting him with
an honorary degree: a master’s
in astronomical instrumenta-
tion. It is the most recent of sev-
eral honors received by a man
whose volunteer activities
seem to reach almost every cor-
ner of the Socorro community.

Spargo is a founding member
and past president of the
Socorro Train Gang, the rail-
road enthusiasts who display
model trains in the Hammel
Museum. He is an active mem-
ber of the Socorro Amateur
Radio Association and the
Socorro County Historical So-
ciety. He is vice president and
safety officer of the New
Mexico Steam Locomotive and
Railroad Historical Society,
whose current project is restor-
ing to operation a Santa Fe Rail-
road locomotive located in Al-
buquerque.In 1997,Spargo was
named the Socorro County
Chamber of Commerce Man of
the Year. In 1998, he was in-
ducted into Sigma Pi Sigma, a
national honorary society of
the Society of Physics Students.
But it is his work with ECO that
brought him the honor from
Tech.

Spargo was the driving force in
acquiring a variety of tele-
scopes,selecting a location for
them, and getting ECO built,
maintained, and continuously
operated. He is also one of the
founders and key organizers of
the annual Enchanted Skies
Star Party, which brings ama-

teur astronomers from around
the country to Socorro every
fall.

Etscorn Campus Observatory
got its start in 1991, when
Spargo approached the New
Mexico Tech Astronomy Club,
looking for a home for a 6-inch
telescope.Over the next couple
of years, driven mostly by
Spargo’s efforts,an observatory
site was found, blueprints were
developed, costs were esti-
mated, and two more tele-
scopes needing homes were
found. All that was lacking was
the money to build the building.
Jon conferred with Dr. Frank
Etscorn, a New Mexico Tech
psychology professor, amateur
astronomer,and inventor of the
nicotine patch.

“Then Frank’s ship came in," re-
calls Spargo.“He got a check for
the nicotine patch,and he said,
‘Go build your observatory,
folks’” In 1993, the observatory
was dedicated to Etscorn.

Currently, the observatory
houses three telescopes: a 20-
inch Dobsonian on long-term
loan from astronomy club
member Ken Mason; a
Celestron 14-inch belonging to
the Physics Department, and
the original six-inch. ECO also
owns a 25-inch telescope wait-
ing for a home,and two domes,
salvaged from White Sands Mis-
sile Range, waiting to house
telescopes.

The Enchanted Skies Star Party
(ESSP), which began in 1994,
was also, in part,the brainchild
of Jon Spargo. ESSP is unique
among the many star parties
held by amateur astronomers
nationwide in that it combines
the interests of professional as-

tronomers at Tech and NRAO
and students at Tech with those
of amateur astronomers from
around the country. Every fall,
during the new moon that falls
in late September or early Oc-
tober, amateur astronomers
from around the country con-
verge on ECO for the four-day
event.In addition, other visitors
come throughout the year, at-
tracted by what they've heard
of Socorro’s dark skies.

Spargo is NRAO’s Safety Of-
ficer and also operates his own
private consulting business:
Stellar Safety Services, which
performs safety audits and pro-
gram evaluations. His com-
pany has a web page at
www.sdc.org/~kc5ntw. He
also holds an appointment as
an adjunct research scientist in
Tech’s Research and Economic
Development Division. L g

Walter Fisher
Receives
Distinguished
Achievement
Award

The New Mexico Tech Alumni
Association presented its Dis-
tinguished Achievement Award
to Dr.
Walter W.
Fisher, a .l

professor
of materi-
als and
metallur-
gical en-
gineering
at the
Univer-
sity of Texas at El Paso (UTEP).
Fisher was presented his award

for developing programs to im-
prove retention at UTEP’s Col-
lege of Engineering.

“Like most large universities,
we are concerned about our
dropout rate,” Fisher says. “I
helped to develop the Entering
Students Program in the Col-
lege of Engineering,to help stu-
dents better prepare to go into
engineering disciplines. I've
been working on the program
since 1989, and it was imple-
mented fully in 1998. Prelimi-
nary results are very encour

aging”

Fisher credits his experiences
at New Mexico Tech as an in-
fluence on his educational
philosophy. “We were one big
learning community” he says,
and he wanted to encourage
that atmosphere at UTEP

‘I know that atmosphere still
exists, because my daughter,
Pamela, was a student at New
Mexico Tech in the early 1990s,”
says Fisher. Pamela, who
earned her bachelor’s degree
in metallurgical engineering in
1993, now works for Intel in
Hillsboro,Wash.She is married
to a fellow Tech graduate, An-
drew Calkins, who got his de-
gree in technical communica-
tion in 1992.

Walter Fisher earned both of
his graduate degrees at New
Mexico Tech:a master’s in met-
allurgical engineering in 1967
and a Ph.D.in chemical metal-
lurgy in 1970.These followed a
bachelor’s degree in metallur-
gical engineering from the Uni-
versity of Utah, which he re-
ceived in 1964. He has taught
at UTEP since 1978.From 1981
to 1984, he chaired the Depart-
ment of Metallurgical and Ma-
terials Engineering, and from

1984 to 1988, he was the
university’'s assistant dean of
engineering.

For his work in improving
teaching and retention, Dr.
Fisher received the 1990
Chancellor’s Award for Excel-
lence in Undergraduate Teach-
ing, which is given to a top pro-
fessor in the University of Texas
system. He has also received
UTEP’'S 1999 Distinguished
Achievement Award for Teach-
ing Excellence, as well as other
teaching awards.

Fisher was born and raised in
Roswell,and is a 1959 graduate
of Roswell High School. His
wife,Vicki,is also a Roswell na-
tive.In addition to their daugh-
ter, Pamela, they have a son,
Michael, who got his degree in
psychology and counseling
and is a counselor and English
teacher at Cathedral High
School in El Paso. He is study-
ing for a Ph.D.in education.

TECHNOTES

The latest news stories on New
Mexico Tech are posted at
www.nmt.edu/mainpage/
news. If you do not have web
access and would like us to
send you a printed copy of any
of these news stories, contact
Kathy Hedges at (505) 835-
5618, or khedges@admin
.nmt.edu.Here are our recent
headlines:

Tech Ranked 20th by
Kiplinger’s — New Mexico
Tech is listed as the 20th best
buy among the nation’s public
colleges and universities in the
October issue of Kiplinger’s
magazine.




New Me_ki;_:{: Tech

Tech Reclassfied in
Carnegie Foundation —
“Our being included among
the institutions which make
up this particular category is
a very significant designation
for our university,” said New
Mexico Tech President Daniel
H. Lopez.

Blunt Lightning Rods Are Bet-
ter — Physics professor emeri-
tus C. B. Moore and fellow Tech
researchers made headlines in
June for research showing that
blunt-tipped lightning rods are
more effective than traditional
sharp-pointed rods.

Lopez Receives Public Ser-
vice Award — Dr. Daniel H.
Lopez, president of New Mexico
Tech,was one of this year’s 12 re-
cipients of the notable 31st An-
nual New Mexico Distinguished
Public Service Awards.

Bureau Receives NASA Award
— A research group from the New
Mexico Bureau of Mines and Min-
eral Resources received NASA's
Lyndon B.Johnson Space Center
Group Achievement Award for
training prospective astronauts to
conduct geophysical field studies.

Tech Graduate Programs
Rank Highly — New Mexico
Tech'’s graduate programs in hy-
drology and petroleum engineer-
ing have been rated among the
best in the nation by U.S. News &
World Report.

Rogelj Wins DOE Award —
New Mexico Tech biology profes-
sor Snezna Rogelj was honored
with the U.S. Department of
Energy’'s (DOE) Defense Programs
Early Career Scientist and Engi-
neer Award in November 1999,

Tech Robots Score Well —
New Mexico Tech electrical en-
gineering students scored well at
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the Seventh Annual Fire-Fighting
Home Robot Contest, held in
Hartford,Conn.,last April.

Math Team Performs Well in
National Contest — A team of
New Mexico Tech students bested
more than 300 other teams during
the 60th Annual William Lowell
Putnam Mathematical Competi-
tion, held in December 1999.

CS Team Wins Programming
Honors — A team of New
Mexico Tech seniors majoring in
computer science took top hon-
ors at the Sixteenth Annual Fort
Lewis College Computer Pro-
gramming Contest in Durango,
Colo.in March. '

New
Appointments
and Faculty

Dr. Peter F. Gerity was named
vice president for academic af-
fairs at New Mexico Tech.Dr. Carl
Popp, who had served in that po-
sition since 1985, returned to be-
ing a full-time chemistry professor.

Dr. Peter A. Scholle has been
appointed director of the New
Mexico Bureau of Geology and
Mineral Resources (NMBG&MR)
and state geologist.

Dr. Matt Silva (75,BS,basic stud-
ies; 84, MS, petroleum engr.) was
appointed director of New Mexico
Tech’s Environmental Evaluation
Group (EEG) in Albuquerque.

Dr. Ken Eack (91, BS, physics)
has returned to New Mexico
Tech as an assistant professor of
physics and researcher at
Langmuir Laboratory for Atmo-
spheric Research. <G

People You Know
September 1999
to June 2000

1930s

Kenneth C. Bayer (38, BS,
geological engr.) reports that

he has been married 57

years, as of Dec. 5, 1999. He
retired in December 1988 af-
ter 25 years with the oil in-
dustry and 25 years with the
federal government, the lat-
ter with the U. S. Coast and
Geodetic Survey, NOAA, and
the U.S. Geological Survey.

Hart C. Gleason (39, BS,
geologic engr. [petroleum
option]) reports that he is
still working! He heads his
own consulting company,
Gleason Engineering, in
Placerville,Colo.He consults
on redesign and installation
of individual septic systems
and does pre-purchase in-
spections on residences.

1950s

Dr. Michael Bikerman (56,
BS, geology) reports, “After
33 years at the University of
Pittsburgh,l am now emeri-
tus. At Pitt, I taught a vari-
ety of undergraduate and
graduate classes ranging
from the large non-major
classes Rocks for Jocks and
the Geology of National
Parks through physical and
historical geology (the lat-
ter normally shared with
our paleontologist) to
geochemistry and the gradu-
ate isotope geology class. My
research was K-Ar and other
techniques dating largely

in the Mogollon-Datil volcanics
early on,and in kimberlites and
manganese ores more recently.

“In September 2000,] was aca-
demic dean for the Fall 2000
voyage of ‘Semester at Sea!
This position required me to
select about 26 faculty from 20
or so disciplines who will
teach on board the SS Universe
Explorer. This trip around the
world attracts over 600 under-
graduate students from a large
number of colleges and univer-
sities around the United States
and abroad.They are joined by
50 or so adult passengers who
can also choose from the 70
different classes offered each
semester. Unfortunately for sci-
entists and engineers, the bulk
of the classes are in business
and liberal arts.It is a good way
to take a semester to get many
of those credits embellished
through the around the world
voyage!

“My wife,Viola,and | were mar
ried in Albuquerque right after
my graduation in 1956.We have
three children. Jennifer, our
first-born, lives in Pittsburgh
with her husband and their son
and daughter. David, our only
son, is a mining engineer and

“house restorer living in Con-

necticut with his wife and baby
son. Our youngest, Tania, does
computer software work in
Pittsburgh and loves to travel”

Morris T. Worley (58,BS, min-
ing engr.) writes,“l have retired
from the mining industry after
45 years. | now work for Joint
Development Associates Inter-
national, Inc. (JDA) as vice
president, for development.
JDA is a non-profit voluntary
corporation that provides com-
munity development services

and humanitarian aid to the
citizens of the Republic of
Uzbekistan.We operate a com-
puter training center, a chalk
manufacturing facility, a tile
plant, and a poultry farm
project.We have upgraded mu-
nicipal water supplies, im-
proved housing for residents of
a leprosy colony, and distrib-
uted clothing and medical sup-
plies throughout the country.

“My wife, Sue, and I have relo-
cated to our hometown of
Carlsbad and will manage the
stateside support activities of
the company from our home
office. We look forward to a
visit to the Tech campus,some-
thing we have not been able to
do for many years.”

1960s

John C. Vigil (61,BS, physics)
retired from Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory in April 1999.
John and his wife Elizabeth
moved to Albuquerque to be
nearer to three children and
one grandchild.

John reports,“Three of our chil-
dren — Anna, Charles and
Valerie — live in Albuquerque.
Charles and his wife Christina
have a daughter named
Catherine.Our daughters Anna
and Valerie are single. Anna is
a neurologist,and Charles and
Valerie are lawyers. Our fourth
- Dennis — lives in Ames, lowa,
where he is a chemical engi-
neer. He and his wife Susan
have two sons, Daniel and
David”

Ray Laxson (62,BS, petroleum
engr.) left PG&E-Texas last year
after 30 years in the natural gas
transmission business to de-
vote full time to his ranching

operations in Spring Branch,
Texas. In addition to his cattle
operation, he is also a scientific
whitetail deer breeder for the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept.

Dr. Jeff Cooke (63, BS, phys-
ics) completed a Ph.D. in No-
vember 1999 at Queensland
University of Technology,
Brisbane, Australia. He is em-
ployed as a senior lecturer (as-
sistant professor) at Central
Queensland University in the
School of Mathematical & De-
cision Sciences in the Faculty
of Informatics and Communi-
cation.

Adrian P. Visocky (64,MS, hy-
drology) writes “After receiving
my master’s degree, | went to
work for the Illinois State Wa-
ter Survey in Champaign and,
after 34 years with that agency,
took an early retirement in July
1998. Now my wife, Josie (the
former Josie Baca of Socorro),
and I are thoroughly enjoying
retirement, especially now that
we have our first grandchild to
play with. Last year was an out-
standing one for us in that we
had three marriages and the
birth of a grandson, Aidan! All
four of our children are now
married, and Jo and I can re-
lax this year and enjoy our fam-
ily as never before”

Barney P. Popkin (attended
1964-65) is a resources man-
agement consultant, working
in the United States and inter-
nationally from his home of-
fice in San Francisco. Conse-
quently, he speaks snippets of
several African, Asian, Euro-
pean, and Middle Eastern lan-
guages. In addition to attend-
ing New Mexico Tech, Barney
was educated at New York Uni-
versity, West Texas State Univer-
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sity,University of Arizona,and Uni-
versity of California (Berkeley).

Douglas E. Smith (66, BS, basic sci-
ences) is a quality systems manager

for Demmer Corporation in Lansing, |

Mich.He lives in Charlotte,Mich.

Rodney M. Armstrong (67,BS,geo-
physics) has moved to Grand Junc-
tion, Colo., with his wife and started
a chartered flying business.

Gary Plisga (69, BS, petroleum
engr.) is retired and living in Albu-
querque.

1970s

Gowri S. Kailas (71, MS, min-
ing engr.) has started up a com-
mercial real estate business in
New Orleans. He also owns and
manages about 3.6 million
square feet of commercial real
estate, including a super re-
gional mall,strip mall shopping
centers, and commercial office
buildings.Kailas is also develop-
ing an Embassy Suites Hotel.

Paul Shoemaker (71, BS, phys-
ics) has been appointed overall
manager of Sandia National
Laboratories’ operation in
Carlsbad. He and his wife,
Marissa, have moved to
Carlsbad, where they have also
recently welcomed Machaon
Elijah Shoemaker into their fam-
ily. Machaon was born on Dec.
14, 1999, and was adopted by
Paul and Marissa on May 2,2000.

Roger Freidline (72, BS, geo-
physics) has joined Providence
Technologies, Inc., as an owner,
partner, and executive vice
president. He was senior vice
president of exploration at
Costilla Energy, Midland, Texas,
prior to joining Providence.

Friedline’s new responsibilities

include delivering state-of-the-
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art geoscientific service and
technology to Providence part-
ners, customers, and clients. In
addition to his degree from New
Mexico Tech,he holds a master’s
degree in geophysics from the
University of Utah.

Over a distinguished 25-year ca-
reer,Freidline has served as vice
president of geophysics for Heri-
tage Resources; geophysical
manager of GMW Qil Co.; district
geologist for Hondo Oil & Gas;
and geophysicist with Forest Oil
Co.and Unocal.He is a member
of the Society of Exploration
Geophysicists,the American As-
sociation of Petroleum Geolo-
gists, the Permian Basin Geo-
physical Society, and the West
Texas Geological Society.

William Marble (72, BS, petro-
leum engr.) writes,“I have been
with Hallwood Energy Corp.
since 1984 in Dallas and Denver,
and moved to Houston on No-
vember 1, 1999, to open an of-
fice for Hallwood. As vice presi-
dent of Business Development,
I am responsible for generating
new contacts and opportunities
in oil and gas acquisitions and
exploration for Hallwood. Our
focus areas are South Texas,
Louisiana, New Mexico, and
Colorado’

Robert Bruce Kennedy (73,
BS,mining engr.) has been work-
ing for Phelps Dodge for the last
10 years, the last two in Chile, as
manager of the Candelaria Mine.
His current duties sometimes
take him to Brazil and Peru, but,
he adds,that he gets home to the
United States at least once a
year.

“l am living in Chile with my
wife, Linda, and two teenage
girls, Kelly and Katelyn. My first
daughter, Julia, is living in Las

Vegas, Nev.with my granddaugh-

ter,Bailey”

Parkorn Suwanich (74,BS, ge-
ology; 92, MS, geology) is a lec-
turer at Mahidol University,Thai-
land.

Victor Polyak (78,BS, geology)
recently married Paula
Provencio (electron microsco-
pist for Sandia National Labora-
tories) and moved to Albuquer-
que where he is currently an
adjunct assistant professor in
the Department of Earth and
Planetary Sciences at the Univer-
sity of New Mexico.

Victor was one of the co-authors,
along with Bill McIntosh (90,
Ph.D.,geology) of the Bureau, of
an article in Science, vol.279, pp.
1919-1922 (Spring of 1998).The
article was the first ever to report
the absolute age of a limestone
cave. It was titled "Age and Ori-
gin of Carlsbad Cavern and Re-
lated Caves from 40Ar/39Ar of
Alunite”.

Terry Pafford (79, BS, petro-
leum engr.) worked for ARCO
for 14 years.Since leaving there
seven years ago, he has been
production manager for several
independent oil producers in
Midland, Texas. He and his wife
Sherry have been married for al-
most 20 years. They have a 13-
year-old son,Andrew,whom they
home school.

Robert I. Pennington (79, BS,
environmental engr.) is now
vice president of Phelps Dodge
Tyrone,Inc.,and will remain gen-
eral manager of the facility as
well. He has worked there since
1986.

1980s

Dr. Kay (Kuhlemeier) Bjornen (80,
BS, chemistry) writes,“Many of my

friends will be glad to know
that [ did eventually finish my
Ph.D.in analytical chemistry at

the University of Oklahoma.Af-

ter (too) many years slaving in
the halls of academia, though,

the lubricants R&D group of

Conoco.l took the job last Sep-

tember and my primary re- S doings.“I've moved back to

. New Mexico for the third time

sponsibilities are developing
automatic transmission fluids
and gear oils.The job is a great
challenge largely because it
does not deal much with
chemistry.It does let me utilize
a lot of the petroleum
coursework I had at Tech as well
as my early industrial experi-

“Kevin and | have two sons,
Paul Eric,12,and Joel Daniel, 4.
We love outdoor activities and
are looking forward to warmer
weather when we can enjoy

the birdwatching and camping

on the lakes nearby. [ would
love to hear from anyone who
would like to get in touch. My
e-mail address: kkpjbj@
poncacity.net’”

Julie (Gaynor) Hagenbuch
(80, BS, geophysics) is an inte-
rior decorator and real estate

moved to Steamboat Springs.
She has lived there for 15 years
and been married for 12 years.
She can be reached via e-mail
at walldes@cmn.net or on the
web: www.walldesigners.com.

Philip Carpenter (81, MS, geo-
physics; 84, Ph.D., geoscience)
and his wife Madaline adopted
their first child, Lydia Rose, in
Nauchang,China,in September
1998. The family live in Sy-
camore,Ill.

~ Art Johnston (81,BS, metallur-

gical engr.) recently changed
jobs. He is now working as a
maintenance engineer at the
Kennecott Copper Company

- smelter in Salt Lake City, Utah.
an opportunity came up with |

John Mastor (81, BS, mining
engr.) brought us up-to-date on

after traveling the world in the
minerals exploration business.
While we were stationed in
Carson City, Nev., my wife,
Sandy, gave birth to our two
lovely daughters Carly
Clementyn (now 8) and
Maureen Agnes (now 6). With

ence and I am really enjoying it. . the recent addition of Larry,the

- chocolate miniature poodle,

we truly have the Three
Stooges domiciled at
NewMastorCo.

“Working for Boart Longyear
for over 15 years took us to
many exotic places both for-
eign and domestic.] was man-
ager of their Nevada operation
during the gold boom of the
early-mid 90s, when the com-
pany was the largest core drill-
ing contractor in the state. An
18-month stint in Salt Lake City

. - as U.S. Core Drilling Manager
agent in Steamboat Springs, was followed by almost two |
Colo.After a career in geophys- .

ics with Atlantic Richfield,Julie

strewn from Sumatra to Irian
Jaya with all points in between.

- My favorite to visit were the

geothermal rigs on Bali. (Oh
Dad do we have to go to Bali
again ?!7) No,never drilled Bre-
X; best job we never got!

“We're now in Albuquerque !
and hope to stay for a while en- |

joying the green chile and
great lifestyle.l am working for
Baroid Industrial Drilling Prod-
ucts (a Halliburton Company)

selling to and servicing the wa-
ter well, monitor well and min-
erals industries. Sandy works
full time chasing after the Three
Stooges (Carly, Moe,and Larry)
and providing a wonderful
home to us all”

Michael Bryan (82, BS, petro-
leum engr.) is regional environ-

“mental manager for Tosco Cor-

poration.His responsibilities in-
clude environmental compli-
ance and remediation for all of
the 76 service stations and
Circle K Stores in southern Cali-
fornia and Hawaii. He and his
wife Lois live in Brea, Calif. with
their two children, Jenna (8)
and James (11). E-mail:
mbrya@msn.com.

Catherine French-Sidoti (82,
BS, mining engr.) has just taken
and passed the exam for the
Certified Quality Engineer
(CQE) of the American Society
for Quality. The exam involves a

lot of statistics, experimental de-

sign, and process mapping
knowledge. Catherine is a qual-
ity engineer and auditor for
Johnson Controls Northern New
Mexico (JCNNM) in Los Alamos.

. Lew Lefton (82, BS, math; 82,
‘BS, computer science) has
 taken a faculty position at Geor-

years as manager of their Indo- |

nesia operation. We had rigs gia Institute of Technology in

- the School of Mathematics. He

is Director of Information Tech-
nology.

Jeff Corey (83,BS, petroleum
engr.),wife,Caroline,and chil-
dren, Alex, 11, and Tatiana, 9,
recently transferred to
Caracas, Venezuela. Jeff has
been with Conoco for 16
years and serves as appraisal
and development manager
for a discovery in the Gulf of
Paria. Jeff can be reached at
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Jeffrey.d.corey@uen.conoco.com.

Daniel Hachigian (84, BS, com-
puter science) writes,“l recently
became engaged to a lovely and
intelligent physician, Martina
Kreutzer (Beethoven named the
Kreutzer Sonata in dedication to
her great-great, etc.,grandfather).
She's doing a fellowship in pul-

monary medicine at UC Davis,so
I'm spending a lot of my life com- |
muting for the next year and a

half or so. For the past couple of
years | have been enjoying doing
exciting and challenging engi-
neering work for Juniper Net-
works, the leading manufacturer
of Internet backbone routing
equipment. | reside in Palo Alto,
Calif. (when not riding the train
to Davis, Calif.)”

John E. Allen (85, BS, metallur-
gical engr.) and his family — wife,
Marty; son, Kyle, 7; and daughter,
Jessica, 5 — recently moved to
Heath,Texas.John took a new job
at Cytec Fiberite in Greenville,
Texas where he is the new Qual-

ity Assurance Manager. Cytec |

Fiberite produces composite ma-
terials for aerospace and sporting
goods.

Earl “Scooter” Berkheimer (85,
BS, petroleum engr.) and his wife
Karen (who has a bachelor’s de-
gree in marketing from High Point
University, N.C.) live in Muscat,
Oman.Earl and Karen welcomed
a daughter, Taylor
Berkheimer, on June 9. Earl says,
“I have started my own oil and gas
services business to supply
downhole equipment and engi-
neering services to producers in
Oman. For any of my old friends

that would like to touch base,my y p ; i
~uncle’s) pride and joy — no |

e-mail is: ebglinks@omantel.
net.om!

Dr. Rebecca Woodbury Keller
(85, BS, chemistry) earned her
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Bryson

Ph.D. in chemistry at the Univer-

sity of New Mexico in 1992. She Ellen (McKenzie) Ulrich (84,

has since been a-National Insti-

tute of Health (NIH) Postdoctoral |
Fellow at the UNM Cancer Center .

and has held a funded
postdoctoral fellowship in mo-
lecular and cell biology at the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley.

Currently, Rebecca is a member

of the research faculty at UNM's . ; el ; : g
- provide civil engineering services

Department of Neurosciences.
Rebecca has been married since
1988 to David Keller. They have
three children: Kimberly, 10,Chris-
topher, 7, and Katy, 4. Rebecca
would like to hear from friends at
rkeller@unm.edu.

Tony Macaluso (85, BS, math-
ematics) writes, ‘I finished my
M.A. in applied mathematics at

UNM in October 1989.Since Janu-
ary 1990, I've been employed by

the U.S. Navy as a software ana-
lyst and mathematician at the
Naval Surface Warfare Center in
Dahlgren, Virginia. In July, 1999, |
started a one-year assignment as

a representative of NSWC at:

USSTRATCOM, Offut AFB, Ne-

braska. My wife Yen and [ have |
two children: Michelle,2,and Mat-

thew, 3 weeks. My old friends can
contact me by e-mail at:
yentony@omahalink.net!

Dennis Norwich (85, BS, petro-
leum engr.) has just completed
personally building his new
house at Sandy Hook, Conn.

Chuck Spalding (85, MS, hydrol-
ogy) and his wife Natalie Duval
— sister of Tom Duval (86, MS,
hydrology) — had a son, Joseph
Kearsarge Spalding on April 21,
1999. Joseph is his parents’ (and

doubt a future student at New
Mexico Tech!

Bryan Ulrich (83, BS, mining

engr.; 85,BS,geological engr.) and

AGS),together with their two chil-
dren (Stephanie, 11,and Timothy,
8),have recently relocated to
the northern suburbs of
Johannesburg, South Africa for a
period of about two years. When
not touring game parks with the
family, Bryan works for the con-
sulting firm of Knight Piesold who

to mining companies.

Having earned a master’s degree
in geotechnical engineering from
the University of Alberta, Bryan
specializes in soil mechanics and
the design of tailings dams. He
may be reached at bryan.
ulrich@iafrica.co.za.

Vernon F. Perkins (86, BGS) is
in his tenth year of teaching high
school English and history at Az-
tec High School in Aztec,N.M.He
earned his master’s in education
from New Mexico State in 1990.
Vern has been active in sending
some of his best students to New
Mexico Tech.

Dr. Murat Bengisu (87, MS, mate-
rials engr., 92, Ph.D. materials
engr.) is an assistant professor at
the Industrial Engineering Dept.
of Eastern Mediterranean Univer-
sity in Northern Cyprus.

Robert A. Boyd (87,BS,geophys-
ics) works for the U.S.Geological
Survey,which recently transferred

~ him to its Las Vegas, Nev,, office.

He has been promoted to super-
visory hydrologist.

Dr. Patrick Madden (87, BS,
computer science; 90, MS, com-
puter science) received his Ph.D.

¢ from UCLA in 1998 and is an as-

sistant professor of computer sci-
ence at the State University of
New York at Binghamton. His
homepage at sol.cs.binghamton.

edu/~pmadden/ includes photos
of his recent two-week hiking trip
to Peru.

Carmen Silva (87, BS, technical
communication) is a systems en-
gineer for Systems Technology As-
sociates in Colorado Springs,
Colo.She supports the Headquar-
ters of the Air Force Space Com-
mand in the planning and devel-
opment of training programs for
major weapon defense systems.
She is also working on a Master
of Science degree in space sys-
tems operations management at
Webster University. Carmen is also
busy as the single parent of Jillian,
age 10.

Wallace “Wally” Walters (88,
BS, petroleum engr.) and his wife
Cathy Carrillo-Walters (90, BS,
psychology) moved to Dhahran,
Saudi Arabia in November 1999.
Wally has taken a position as
Country Engineering Manager
with BJ Services Company, Saudi
Arabia.Cathy is busy being a full-
time mom to Kevin, 7, and Mat-
thew, 5. E-mail from friends and
classmates are always welcome at
walters_wc@yahoo.com.

Andy Zumwalt (88,BS,engineer-
ing science) is a systems engineer
for a small integration outfit in
northern Detroit, Applied Manu-
facturing Systems. Andy received
his associate's degree in Automa-
tion/Robotics Technology from
Wake Technical Community Col-
lege in 1999.

1990s

Kathryn Ford (90, BS, biology)
is a medical technologist working
for Tricore Medical Laboratories
at University Hospital in Albu-
querque.

Brett Liggett (90, BS, petroleum
engr.) writes, “I worked for six

years for Unocal Corporation in

Wyoming and New Mexico as a |

production engineer. | am cur
rently working for an indepen-
dent oil company in Houston,
Texas, as a well drilling and
completions engineer for their
Gulf of Mexico Operations and
am on my third year with this
company. | married Cary
Herrmann on August 24, 1997 in
Santa Fe, N.M. Cary and I have
known each other since going to
high school together in Boulder,
Colo.We now have a 2!/2-year-old
son,Andrew”

David Oakes (90,BS,biology; 90,
BS, math; 93, MS, math) and his
wife Amy Stoklas-Oakes (91,BS,
physics, BS, engr.; 92, MS, engr.)
wish to announce the birth of
their second son, Tevel Aaron
Oakes, born on Sept. 21, 1999.
Tevvy joins big brother Cam
Alexander Oakes (age 2). David
is enjoying staying home with the
boys during the day and teaching
math at the local community col-
lege at night. Amy is still working
for BSC Scimed making medical
devices. And they are still in the
not-so-frozen north of Minnesota.

Dr. Brian Brister (91,Ph.D.,, ge-
ology) has returned to Socorro af-
ter nine years working for small
independent oil companies. He
conducts petroleum-related re-
search at the New Mexico Bureau
of Mines and Mineral Resources.

His wife, Julie, resumed her

former position as dental hygien-
ist with Dr.Duane Beers.Their six-
year-old twins are enjoying first
grade at Socorro’s Parkview El-
ementary School.

James Penn (91, BS, mathemat-
ics;94,MST) has coached the Aca-
demic Decathlon Team at St. Pius
X High School in Albuquerque,N.
M., to two consecutive academic

team state championships.

The U.S.Academic Decathlon,the
largest nationwide academic
contest for high schools, consists
of competitions in mathematics,
science, social studies, econom-
ics, art, literature, essay writing,
and speech. At the April 1999 Na-
tional Finals held in Anaheim,

i Calif.,Penn’s St. Pius team earned

the highest national placement

. ever for any New Mexico high

school and earned the National
Championship for all schools in
Division Il (schools with enroll-
ment of 1,200 or less). Penn was
named as one of the finalists for
Coach of theYear.

In June,Penn was honored by the
U.S. Department of Education
when he was named a Presiden-
tial Distinguished Teacher
through the Presidential Scholars
Program.Penn currently teaches
advanced algebra and geom-
etry, advanced placement cal-
culus, and coaches the aca-
demic teams at St.Pius.

Dennis Reda (91,BS, math; 95,
MS, math) is a senior warfare
analyst for the Naval Surface
Warfare Center / Coastal Sys-
tem Station,doing mostly mod-
eling and simulation. He lives
and works in Panama City, Fla.
He adds:“No wife, no kids, but
a big house that needs remod-
eling”

Dr. Suzanne Linder (92, BS,
physics; 92, BS, math) has fin-
ished her Ph.D. in astronomy
and astrophysics at Penn State
University, and has started
working as a postdoc at the
Instituto Nacional de Astrofisica
Optica y Electronica (INAOE)
near Puebla, Mexico (east of
Mexico City). Friends may
reach her at slinder@
inaoep.mkx.

15




‘New Mexico Tech

Tom Jones (92,BS,physics,92,
BS, basic sciences) finished his
Executive Fellows MBA from
Loyola College in May. Earlier
this year, he was promoted to
Site Czar of SpeakOut.com,
(www.speakout.com/) a ven-
ture-capital funded political ac-
tivism website in downtown
Washington, DC, where he uses
his Tech experience in politics,
Paydirt,and programming.Send
Tom e-mail at tjones@spril.com.

Dr. Kent Ratajeski (92, BS, ge-
ology) received his Ph.D.in De-
cember 1999 from the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. He is currently on the fac-
ulty at the Department of Geol-
ogy, Geography, and Environ-
mental Studies at Calvin Col-
lege in Grand Rapids, Mich.

Dr. Mary Urquhart (92, BS,
physics; 92, BS, geophysics) and
Sean Kelly (93, BS, computer
science; 93, BS, technical com-
munication) are the proud par-
ents of Ariana Marie Kelly, born
on July 21.

Mary is a Caltech post-doctoral
researcher at NASA's Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory. Sean is a soft-
ware engineer for User Technol-
ogy Associates. They live and
work in Pasadena, Calif.

Majorie S. Ward (93, BS, phys-
ics) writes,"After a one-year stint
in the nuclear engineering and
engineering physics Ph.D. pro-
gram at the University of Wis-
consin, I decided to take some
time off from school to smell
the roses. | eventually returned
to school, and this summer re-
ceived my Master of Science de-
gree in Urban and Regional
Planning (with special focus on
Environmental Planning and
Natural Resources) from the
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University of Wisconsin, Madi-
son. In June, I moved to South
Bend, Ind. with my partner of
four years, Tracy (a veterinar-
ian), to start a job as a regional
planner with the Michiana Area
Council of Governments.”

Meltem Abbott (94, MS, mate-
rials engr.) and John Abbott
(95, MS, geology) both work for
Science Applications Interna-
tional Corporation (SAIC), pri-
marily supporting environmen-
tal restoration projects at the Sa-
vannah River Site. They live in
Evans,Ga.

Thomas Allen (94,BS,environ-
mental engr.) reports that he
and his wife, Wendy, welcomed
daughter Ivey Jeannette Allen
on April 24, 1999. Tom received
his master’s in teaching from Se-
attle University in June, and is
now teaching middle school
math and science. Wendy is
mothering and baking beautiful
cakes for catering, parties, etc.

Andrew M. Montaio (94,
BGS) recently presented some
preliminary findings on a
project he’s been involved with
at the 1999 North American
Lake Management Society con-
ference in Reno, Nev. His pre-
sentation focused on the chem-
istry of the Salton Sea, Calif.,,
which has been part of a year-
long limnological study of that
area. Andrew is also involved
with current limnological
monitoring of Lake Shasta, Ca-
lif., and the Sacramento River.
Friends can reach Andrew at
amontano@yahoo.com.

Robert TerBerg (94, MS, hy-
drology) works for Lawrence
Berkeley National Labs in Ber-
keley, Calif. He says,“My work is
to perform field experiments in

selenium infiltration, and
thereby make California a safer
place for ducks.” Between
graduation and Berkeley, he has
worked for Basin & Range
Hydrogeologists in Phoenix,
Ariz.; Geomatrix Consulants in
Newport Beach, Calif.; and
Komex H20 Science in Hun-
tington Beach, Calif. He adds
that he nailed his Registered
Geologist exams in Arizona
and California on the first shot,
and that he is having fun play-
ing the highest scoring and
fastest hockey of his life.

Robert adds, “I would like to
thank everybody that | met in
the last nine years for what I
have learned from them.] am
so happy, proud and grateful for
the progress ['ve made and the
collective experience I've had
in the last nine years.”

Doug Tune (94, BS, environ-
mental engr.) writes,“l recently
accepted a position as a
project manager for the Lower
Colorado River Authority in
Austin, Texas. ] am managing
design and construction of
water and wastewater treat-
ment plants and conveyance
systems for the Authority. The
Authority provides wholesale
and retail water/wastewater ser-
vice to much of the rapidly
growing Central Texas area. |
encourage everyone to visit the
beautiful Texas Hill Country
and the Highland Lakes on the
Colorado River.lIt is truly beau-
tiful country. Friends are wel-
come to contact me at
dtune@Icra.org or visit our web-
site at www.lcra.org”

Nick Gollmer (95, BGS) is em-
ployed with ITT Industries, ITT
Aerospace/ Communications
Division, in Fort Wayne, Ind.as a

failure analysis engineer for
materials in the Product Assur-
ance Laboratory. Nick supports
numerous government and
space related projects includ-
ing the military GPS and GOES
weather satellite programs
through physical failure analy-
sis and scanning electron mi-
croscopy of materials-related
issues. Aside from working in
the laboratory, he enjoys family
time with his wife Lois Gollmer
(85, AGS) and their two chil-
dren, Nathaniel and Naomi.

Steven S. “Scott” Vincent (95,
BS,environmental engr.) writes,
“My wife Terri and | were
blessed by the birth of our
daughter Riley Jayne on Feb.6,
1999. We recently moved to
Colorado Springs from the San
Francisco area because 1
changed jobs with the Air
Force.Previously | was with the
Air Force Center for Environ-
mental Excellence Western Re-
gion Office as the Regional En-
vironmental Manager for Air
Quality. My new position is En-
vironmental Program Manager
at Schriever AFB”

Aimee K. Blanchard (96, BS,
environmental engr.) and her
husband Jayson L
Blanchard (96, BS, environ-
mental engr.) are living in
South Range, Mich., in the Up-
per Penninsula.

Aimee says, “| completed an
M.S. in Mining Engineering
from Michigan Technological
University in September of 1999
and received my diploma at
commencement in November
of 1999.1t was a great feeling to
receive that degree!

“However, something has pos-
sessed me to continue my
graduate studies with the inten-

tion of finishing my Ph.D. in

Mining Engineering in Decem-
ber of 2001. My research fo-
cuses on theories of rock me-
chanics and fragmentation by
blasting.

“Jayson and [ have enjoyed liv-
ing in Michigan’s Upper Penin-
sula but are looking forward to
returning to the warmer and
less snowy Southwest soon. We
had over 200 inches of the
white stuff by early February!
We would love to hear from our
friends at akblanch@up.net and
Jjlblanch@up.net”

Lauren Hurtgen (96, AGS) is
case coordinator of a home
health company in Westchester,
N.Y. She earned her bachelor’s
degree in psychology at West-
ern Connecticut State Uniwv.
Lauren and her husband, Bryan
Hurtgen, are expecting their
first child in the spring of 2001.

Sofia Galanis (97,BS, environ-
mental science) was married
on May 6 to Wesley Hohnholt in
Lubbock, Texas. Sofia received
her master’s degree in chemis-
try from Texas Tech University
in May.

Amy (Key) Kristjanson (97,
BS, biology) and John
Kristjanson (97, BS, environ-
mental engr.) were married in
1998 and live in Albuquerque.
Amy writes,"l am a pharmaceu-
tical sales representative for a
mental health company.I enjoy
my job.lItis a good combination
of social and technical.And, be-
lieve it or not,I actually use my
degree a lot.John is working for
Voicestream as a construction
manager overseeing the con-
struction of cellular phone tow-
ers”

Robert G. Taylor (97, MS, hy-

drology) has moved to Meridian,
Idaho. He is teaching math and
researching hydrogeology at
Boise State University, while pur-
suing his secondary certification.

Jason Ralph Coombs (98, BS,
computer science; 98, BS, math-
ematics) put his Tech-trained
brain to work on “Wheel of For-
tune,earning $27,300.The show
aired on Oct.4, 1999.

Clifford Walker (98, BS, envi-
ronmental engr.) was com-
mended by the Peace Corps for
being one of more than 200 His-
panic Americans serving in the
Corps. Cliff is serving as an en-
vironmental and water re-
sources engineer in Honduras.

Patrice Brun (99, BS, mineral
engr.) is an engineerin-training
with Maxim Technologies in Chan-
dler,Ariz.He lives in Phoenix.

Tricia (Bynum) Bensted (99)
married John Bensted on
March 4, 2000. John is an ana-
lyst for National City Invest-
ments, and Tricia is a full-time
student at Grand Valley State
University. They live in Grand
Rapids, Mich.

. Rebecca Ideus (99, BS, techni-

cal communication) and
Nathan Taylor (99, BS, techni-
cal communication) write,“We
are happy to announce our en-
gagement. The wedding is set
for March 2001 in Sacramento,
N.M. We both relocated to the
Houston area immediately af-
ter graduation to work at
Compaq Computer Corpora-
tion. Rebecca works as a tech-
nical writer and web developer
in the Information Management
division;Nathan is a web editor
(though more appropriately
dubbed a jack-of-all-trades) in
the Industry Standard Server Di-
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vision. We love living in the:
although

Rebecca desperately misses

Houston area,

green chile! After the wedding,
we’ll continue to call Spring,
Texas, our home.”

<7

Dr. John DeWitt
McKee
1919-2000

Dr.John McKee, professor emeri-
tus of English, passed away on
April 26.

by Valerie Kimble

Think of John DeWitt McKee as
a missionary once sent to
preach the gospel of salvation
to the savages, only in this case
the gospel was the beauty of the
written word, and the savages
were the rank and file students
at New Mexico Tech.

The metaphor is based on
McKee’s own words: Being a
professor of English at a science
and engineering school,McKee
once said, “is like being a mis-
sionary in an outpost.”

The image of McKee as a bas-
tion of the written word is en-
tirely appropriate. Even after he
retired from Tech in 1985,
McKee, who died on April 26 at
the age of 80,continued his life’s
work of preaching the gospel of
good writing.

McKee loved words, and was a
master of the pun,said Dr.James
Corey,Tech professor of humani-
ties. “He was very well liked by
students of both technical writ-
ing and literature,” Corey said,
adding that McKee pioneered an
introductory course on the arts,
the first Tech humanities class
outside mainstream literature.
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cKee retire
same time that Tech started its
Technical Communication (TC)
program.Although McKee never
taught a TC course at Tech, he
helped develop the curriculum,
and agreed that it should be of-
fered as a Bachelor of Science,
rather than a Bachelor of Arts
program.

‘I have no quarrel with the sci-
ences,’ said McKee in an inter-

iew published in S s De- |
view p e ° ¢ The result of his upbringing

fenisor Chieftain in 1982.“The sci- |

ences are just a branch of the
humanities. Once we get the
kids in,they get interested. If we
work it right, we can grab them.
We can teach them a little about
living instead of just making a
living.”

McKee knew a lot about living

for a man not expected to live
much beyond late childhood.
He was born in 1919 with cere-
bral palsy,weighing a mere two-
and-a-half pounds at birth.
Since there were no incubators
at the time, his first months were

rounded by warm bricks.

n rural Kansas in the 1920s,
“they didn’t know cerebral
palsy from spaghetti,” said
McKee.Fortunately, he had two
things going for him:Tough par-

~ ents,especially his mother who

didn’t“baby”her son;and an in-
herently strong will, as can be
attested by anyone who ever
knew McKee or spent time in
his classroom.

He also gave credit to a sur-
geon in Kansas City, whom he
once described, in typical
McKee fashion,as“a crusty old
bastard,but a marvel.” Between
the ages of five and 17, the
young McKee had several op-
erations to try to help him walk.

“I suspect that most of that was
pure, ‘Let’s try this and see it if
will work, and it did,” said
McKee in the Chieftain interview.

His parents and two brothers
“never let me think that there
was anything I couldn’t do," he
said. McKee played football
and baseball (although he
could only throw for three in-
nings).

was that McKee didn’t consider
himself handicapped; and,con-
sequently, others tended to take
his disability very matter-of-
factly. But, while other kids
were out roughhousing, McKee
said he instead developed a
love of reading and writing at
an early age.

McKee started writing about
sports for his junior high school
newspaper,and during his sum-
mers away from Kansas
Wesleyan, he wrote for the
Phillips County Review,a highly

spent in a closed basket sur- 2cclaimed Kansas weekly.

He majored in English litera-
ture and minored in journalism

and history, and for 10 years af-
ter graduating, he worked for
newspapers, starting with the
Raton News and including The
Albuquerque Tribune.

Eventually he received a Ph.D.
in American studies. “If | had
gone on to get a doctorate in En-
glish,” he said, “l would have
ended up spending my whole
life counting the commas in
Keats”

In 1959, accompanied by his
wife, Jeannette, McKee moved to
Socorro and joined the faculty
at New Mexico Institute of Min-
ing and Technology. He had ar-
rived at his missionary outpost.
It may be difficult for the New
Mexico Tech community of 2000
to imagine what life was like for
a post-World War Il English pro-
fessor teaching at a small tech-
nical school.

Undaunted, McKee and the late
Howard Sylvester were to set
standards that continue today.

One of McKee’s students was
Bill Hume, now editorial page
editor of the Albuguerque Jour
nal, who wrote of one of
McKee's courses:“It was perhaps
the most effective [ ever experi-
enced in terms of showing how
to make language say precisely
what is intended, but keeping it
interesting, and readable at the
same time.

“McKee was teaching how to
make technical reports more
understandable, but his insight
applied in spades to the trade
of news writing as well. McKee
loved his English, but to him it
was a tool,an instrument for the
use and enjoyment of its user,
rather than a master and disci-
plinarian. There must be hun-
dreds upon hundreds of former

Tech students who share this ad-

vanced understanding of and
relationship to English, thanks
to their sojourn with Jack
McKee”

McKee also was an inveterate
writer of letters to the editor,
very often to the Journal and the
Chieftain. Woe to those who
abused the English language, for
McKee was ready to wield his
editorial pen to - as he might
have said - write the wrongs of
grammar and clarity.

The Journal’s Jim Belshaw re-
members well the tone and tex-
ture of McKee’s writing.
“[McKee’s letters were] marked
by humor and grace, not the
ham-handed hatchet jobs of
today’s cheap-shot cynics. Even
when Jack was unhappy, he
made you smile and left hope
that the sinner he had in his
sights might still be saved”

Since we are back to a salvation
theme, this seems the proper
time to mention McKee’s affili-
ation with the First Presbyterian
Church of Socorro. McKee was
a devout church member, al-
though he might object to the
adjective devout. In fairness,
then,let us say he was a devoted
member.

In 1984, McKee published a cen-
tennial history of the church
(1880-1980) called Time of
Trouble, Time of Triumph.In it, he
recounted the names and
events that shaped a church his-
tory; and, we might add, McKee
himself was one of those pa-
trons who helped guide the
church as an Elder and Clerk of
Session.

It was a joy to run across the
McKee brand of humor amid his
standard journalistic prose. In

an entry from the first chapter,
McKee tells readers that the first
pastor of the Presbyterian
Church found Socorro by acci-
dent (as many do). McKee
wrote that the Rev. Mr. Fulton
was headed to Albuquerque
when he stopped in Las Vegas,
N.M., to spend the night.

Las Vegas, then a strong rival of
the bigger city to the south,
painted such a convincing pic-
ture of that city’s wildness, “the
vices of its inhabitants, the diz-
ziness of its climate, and the sav-
agery of neighboring Indians,
that Mr.Fulton traveled right on
through Albuquerque to
Socorro instead.”

Continued McKee: “Had
[Fulton] known about the wild-
ness of the inhabitants of
Socorro at that time, he might
very well have decided to give
up the whole idea.”

Throughout his life,John DeWitt
McKee never gave up on the
principles he held as ideals, nor
his vision of the world and its
inhabitants.

“The happy thing about the hu-
manities is that the questions
they ask will never be an-
swered,” he said in that 1982 in-
terview. “The topic of what it
means to be human will con-
stantly be reviewed, revised,and
rewritten.”

McKee might have been talking
about the art of writing itself.

(Thanks to Bill Kiraly, who inter-
viewed McKee for Defensor
Chieftain in 1982; and to Bill
Hume and Jim Belshaw of the Al-
buquerque Journal, for allowing
us to use quotes from their ar-
ticles on McKee.)
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Obituaries

Louis P. Baudoin (Lou) Sr.,a
former Tech employee, passed
away on Wednesday,March 15,
2000 at his residence in
Socorro, N.M. Born February
26,1922 to Louis J.and Hildred

Gardenier Baudoin in
Claremont, Minn. He lived his
early years in southern Minne-
sota,moved to Chicago,where
he graduated from Waukegan
Township High School; be-
came an Eagle Scout; anad at-
tended RCA Institutes. In 1942,
he joined the Army Air Corps
(later the United States Air
Force) to become a pilot
(43K). He flew multi-engine
aircraft (B-26 Marauders, and
B-29s) achieving the rank of
First Lieutenant. He continued
to serve in the Air Force Re-
serve until 1957.

In 1950, Mr. Baudoin and his
wife Berenyce moved to Albu-
querque,where he worked for
Timpte Inc. before becoming
an Associate Senior Designer
for Sandia National Laborato-
ries. After retiring from Sandia
in 1975, Lou and his wife
moved to Socorro and hand-
built their house.From 1984 to
1989, Lou worked for New
Mexico Tech as a mechanical
design technician in the De-
partment of Mining and Geo-
logical Engineering.

Lou was a member of the
American Society of Mechani-
cal Engineers, the American
Welding Society, Medical Arts
Research Foundation, Kit
Carson Council, Boy Scouts of
America, B-26 Marauder His-
torical Society,Air Force Flyers
Club, Socorro Old Car Club,
National Model T Club,
VMCCA, and the Socorro
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County Historical Society. He
was a ham radio operator and
assisted in the design of the
VLA rail vehicles system. Lou
and Berenyce enjoyed appear-
ing in parades in their 1925
Model T Speedster and taking
cruises on ships.

Lou Baudoin touched many
people through his helping
hands,innovation, design skills
and goodwill, enabling and
changing people's lives
through his generosity. He is
survived by his wife of 57 years,
Berenyce Falk Baudoin, of
Socorro;sons, Louis Jr.and wife
Patricia,Ali and wife LaVerne of
Albuquerque; grandchildren
Lisa, Suzanne, Genevieve, and
Bayard; great-grandchildren,
Ely Watson, Noah Watson and
Max Nieberg.

Roy Blankley, Jr., 84, of An-
thony, N.M., passed away on
Thursday, March 2, 2000, at
Providence Memorial Hospital
in El Paso. He was born Oct. 1,
1915 in Dunkirk,Ind.He served
in the Army during World War
Il and graduated from the New
Mexico School of Mines in 1948
with a bachelor’s degree in pe-
troleum engineering. Blankley
was retired from his position as
school principal for the
Gadsden Independent School
District. He was a member of St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church, the
Lions Club, and the Masonic
Lodge.

Ralph F. Conway, 85, passed
away on Nov. 26, 1998, in San
Antonio,Texas.He was born on
Jan.11,1913,in Westfield, Mass.
He received a bachelor’s de-
gree in mining engineering
from the New Mexico School of
Mines in 1938. He served as a
lieutenant colonel in the U. S.

Army Air Corps during World
War II. He then worked for
American Airlines for 31 years,
retiring with the rank of cap-
tain.

Conway was preceded in death
by his son, Gary L. Conway. Sur-
vivors include his wife of 59
years, Almira E. Conway; son,
Gerald T. of Reno, Nev.;son and
daughter-in-law Kevin R. and
Patti of Austin; daughter-in-law
Dianne of Smithtown, N.Y.; four
grandchildren; and numerous
nieces and nephews.

William (Bill) Porter Daven-
port, 69, passed away suddenly
on Dec. 18,1999, at Presbyterian
Hospital in Albuquerque. For
the past year,Davenport taught
computer science courses at
New Mexico Tech as an adjunct
faculty member.He was born in
Danbury, Conn., and raised in
Tucson, Ariz. In 1955, he mar-
ried Maryon Perry and at-
tended the University of Ari-
zona, graduating in 1960. He
worked in industry, starting at
Mountain Telephone and Tele-
graph in Ariz. For Safeway
stores in Oakland, Calif., Daven-
port designed and built their
first computer center; and for
Bank Americard (Visa) in San
Francisco, he designed and
implemented their first na-
tional telecommunications
system.

Bill had an inherent, abiding
love of teaching and spent the
last 20 years of his professional
career as an associate profes-
sor of computer science at
Acadia University, Wolfville,
Nova Scotia,Canada.

Following retirement in 1994,
he and his wife settled in New
Mexico, first in Albuquerque
and then, for the past year, in

deeply committed Christian,

devoted husband and father,

and respected and loved by
those who knew him for his in-
tegrity, forthrightness,and joy of
life.

He is survived by his wife,
Maryon of San Antonio, N.M.,
two daughters, Leslie Fuentes
and husband Marty of Albu-
querque,Brenda Schaeffer and
husband Brian of Deming; a
son William (Bill) Davenport
and wife Joanne of Nova
Scotia, Canada; two sisters,
Anne Lovekin and husband,
William, of Albuquerque, Mary
Jacksha and husband, Larry, of
Socorro; a brother, John (Jay),
and his wife, Betsy, of Baldwin
Park, Calif.,and nine grandchil-
dren.

Kirk Allen Ferdig, age 28,
passed away Oct. 30, 1998 from
cancer.He graduated from New
Mexico Tech in 1992 with a
bachelor’s degree in chemistry
with an environmental option.
He worked in the pharmaceu-
tical industry as a chemist and
a Laboratory Information Man-
agement Systems specialist.
Kirk is survived by his wife
Monica;children,Amber,Aaron,
and Autumn; parents Jerry and
Patty; brothers Dean and Eric;
and sister Nicole.

Dr. Charles Michael “Mike” !

Fullerton, age 67, of Hilo, Ha-
waii, died on Nov. 13, 1999, at
home. Fullerton was born in
Oklahoma City and attended
Sewanee Military Academy in
Sewanee, Tenn., where he was
valedictorian of the Class of
1950.He then attended the Uni-
versity of the South at Sewanee
and later the University of Okla-
homa, where he received a
bachelor’s degree in mathemat-

San Antonio, N.M. Bill was a

ics in 1954, He served in the
United States Army as a com-
mander of the 4th Ordnance
Company (Guided Missile
Maintenance and Repair), at
White Sands Missile Range and
later as adjutant,61st Ordnance
Group,and administrative assis-
tant to the post ordnance of-
ficer, Fort Bliss, Texas. He then
attended New Mexico Tech,
where he earned a master’s de-
gree in physics in 1964 and a
Ph.D.in geophysics in 1966.

He joined the faculty of the
University of Hawaii (UH) in
1966 and subsequently became
director of the Cloud Physics
Laboratory of UH Hilo's Depart-
ment of Meteorology in 1969.
Fullerton served as director of
that research facility for 14
years, pausing briefly in 1974 to
serve as acting provost of the
UH Hilo campus. In 1984, he
was named dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences, a post he
held for eight years. During his
tenure as dean, Fullerton
served as chairman of the Ha-
waii Island United Way, helping
to bring in over $1 million dol-
lars in donations in 1990. He
also served on the boards of
several organizations, includ-
ing the Boys and Girls Club of
Hilo and the St.Joseph’s School
Board. Throughout his years at
UH, Fullerton was an enthusi-
astic supporter of Vulcan Ath-
letics, especially men’s basket-
ball.

In 1992, Fullerton left academic
administration and teaching to
devote himself full-time to
community and civic service.
He was a long-standing mem-
ber and past president of the
Rotary Club of South Hilo, and
served in 1999 as the club'’s sec-
retary. He was a major sup-
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porter of the Blood Bank of Ha-
waii,serving both as a member
of the Hilo Friends for Life
Committee and as a “super”
blood donor himself. Fullerton
was also an active member of
the St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church, singing in both the
main parish choir and the
Aloha choir, volunteering as a
lay lector at weekly masses,and
serving this year as chairman of
the Parish Pastoral Advisory
Council.

He is survived by his wife, Jane
Jo Fullerton, of Socorro, N.M.,
and his children: Malia Fuller-
ton of State College, Pa., Chris-
topher Fullerton of Three
Springs.,Pa.,and Amy Fullerton
of Halaula, Hawaii.

Robert F. Goudge, 83, passed
away on Jan 28, 2000. Born on
June 8, 1916, in New York City,
he had been a resident of Boul-
der City, Nev, for 14 years. He
graduated from the New
Mexico School of Mines in 1941
with a bachelor's degree in
mining engineering. He served
in the United States Navy dur-
ing World War II.

Goudge attended St
Christopher’s Espicopal
Church in Boulder City. He was
an avid swimmer and was once
named Nevada Senior Athlete
of theYear.

He is survived by his wife,Janet;
son, Bob; grandsons, Robert
and Marcus, and five great-
grandchildren.

Dr. Robert Hjellming, age 61,
died of natural causes while
scuba diving on July 29, 2000.
Bob, a well-known astrophysi-
cist with the National Radio As-
tronomy Observatory, had
served as an adjunct physics
professor at New Mexico Tech
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since 1977 and was advisor to |
Tech’'s Newman Association,an or-
ganization for Catholic college
students, from 1986 to 1995.He ad-
vised many graduate students and
taught a number of courses in ra-
dio astronomy at Tech.

Bob was born on Dec.21,1938,in
Gary, Ind., and graduated from
high school in Caldwell,Idaho.He -
received his bachelors’, masters’,
and doctoral degrees from the
University of Chicago.

Bob began working for NRAO in
1968 in Charlottesville,Va., follow-
ing three years as a professor at
Case Western Reserve University.
During his stint in Virginia, Bob
worked with the Green Bank In-
terferometer, a prototype of the
Very Large Array (VLA).Bob’s pio-
neering work on radio emissions
from X-ray objects led to his be-
ing considered a world expert on
binary star systems in which one
star is a black hole or neutron star.
He was also a pioneer in making
the VLA usable to a wide range of
astronomers from many subfields,
rather than an instrument used by
a few specialists.

Bob and his wife,Carol,have lived
in Socorro since 1976. Carol is a
Tech alumna, having earned her
Bachelor of General Studies in

four grandchildren: Eric,Andrew,
- Kelsey,and Nicholas.

1980 and a Bachelor of Science
in Chemistry in 1982.She was an |
employee of the New Mexico Bu-
reau of Mines and Mineral Re-

sources, until her retirement in
April 1999.

Bob was an active member of the
San Miguel Catholic Church in
Socorro. In addition to Carol, Bob
is survived by five children:
Michael of Shelby, N.C.; Marya
- Sena of Albuquerque, N.M.; Tho-
mas of Wheaton, Ill., Peter of
Lancaster,Ca.,and Theresa of Port-

land, Ore. He is also survived by |
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Catherine M. (McKinney)
LaVada passed away on Oct. 11,
1999, in Medford, Ore., after a
three-year battle with ovarian can-
cer.Shewasbornin 1941,in Leba-
non, Ore. She received her
bachelor’s degree in geology
from New Mexico Tech in 1986,

- which she regarded as her most

rewarding accomplishment. She
had been married since Dec. 7,
1990, to Larry LaVada of Kerby,
Ore. The couple lived in the Illi-
nois Valley of Oregon.

Catherine was a member of the
Baha'i faith.Activities she enjoyed
were geology, bowling, and at-
tending auctions.

In addition to her husband,survi-
vors include her father, Noah
McKinney of Prineville, Ore.; a
son,John D.Key of LasVegas,Nev;;
a daughter,Theresa,M.Connoly of
Mound, Okla.; a brother, Gary
McKinney of Prineville; a sister,
Penny Lewman of Grants Pass,
Ore.;and four grandchildren.

Dr. John DeWitt McKee, 1919-
2000. See article on page 18 of
this issue.

Paul D. Meadows, 73, an active
and respected leader in the oil
and gas industry, passed away on
Friday,Nov. 19, 1999.

Meadows was born on Oct. 22,

1926,in Niotaze,Kan.He received
his bachelor’s degree in petro-
leum engineering from New
MexicoTech in 1952,and was pre-
sented with an honorary doctor-
ate in 1982.He served in the Army
Air Corps during World War I1.

Throughout his career, Meadows
held many important positions in
the oil and gas industry. He was a
founder and director of Ensource,
Inc.,Denver,Colo.; member of the

Technical Advisory Committee of
UMC Petroleum Corp., Houston,
Texas; president and CEO of Ca-
nadian Reserve Oil and Gas Com-
pany,Calgary,Alberta; president of
James A.Lewis Engineering, Inc.,
Dallas, Texas; and manager of en-
gineering for Honolulu Oil Corpo-
ration, San Francisco, Calif. Most
recently he was a partner in Vega
Energy Co. and chairman of the
board of two corporations:
Potomac Energy Corp.,Oklahoma
City,and the Chandler Co.,Denver.

Paul Meadows was a member of
the Castle Pines Golf Club, Castle
Rock,Colo.,the Cherry Hills Coun-
try Club, Denver, Colo., and
Eldorado Country Club, Indian
Wells, Calif.

He is survived by his wife of 49
years, Jimmie, and by his daugh-
ter Paula. He is also survived by
his sister Norma Patterson of San
Diego,Calif.;sister Audrey Ladd of
Elk City,Okla.; brother Dan Mead-
ows of Scottsdale, Ariz.,sister Lana
West, also of Scottsdale,Ariz.,and
sister Sherley Robinson of Phoe-
nix,Ariz.

Robert Paul Rodriguez,age 33,
passed away on Sunday, Aug. 1,
1999.He was a 1996 graduate with
a bachelor’s degree in basic sci-
ences, and he also earned an
Army Achievement Medal in 1988.
He is survived by his wife, Cheryl,
and daughter,Shade, of Shiprock;
his parents, Paul and Annabelle
Rodriguez of Nambe; a brother,
Raul Rodriguez and wife,Russella,
of Nambe; two sisters, Deborah
Los and husband, Mike, and
Marissa Rodriguez and husband
Ganeson Gopala,of Albuquerque;
and many other relatives.

R. Steve Kirkpatrick, 47, of Santa
Fe,passed away on Sunday,Aug. 1,
1999. He graduated from New
Mexico Tech in 1974 with a

bachelor’s degree in mathematics.
He was the owner of Kirkpatrick
Visions in Santa Fe. Steve was
born on April 25,1952,in Alamosa,
Colo.,to Robert E.and Alice Ann
Kirkpatrick. He married Virginia,
who survives him,on Aug.25,1973.
He retired as a data processing
manager with the Highway De-
partment of the state of New
Mexico.In addition to his wife and

R.Daniel and James Kirkpatrick,
both of Santa Fe.

David Wilson,the architect who
engineered New MexicoTech’s re-
turn to building colors of the
1930s, passed away on Feb. 25,
2000, at the age of 49. Dave was
born on Dec. 16, 1950, to Marvin
and Helen Wilson in Bryan,Texas,
and grew up in Las Cruces. He
was a graduate of Las Cruces High
School,where he was a champion
wrestler, and later earned his de-
gree in architecture from the Uni-
versity of New Mexico.

Jim Shaffner, director of Tech's
Physical Plant, said, “He was in-
volved in every single architec-
tural project on this campus for
the past 10 years.”

Wilson, he said, designed the
Aerojet facilities in Tech’s re-
search park,the facelift to South
Hall, and oversaw the Workman
Center project from demolition
(of the old building) to comple-
tion (of the new one). Shaffner
said Wilson worked toward an ar-
chitectural harmony, so that no
building “stuck out” Even the
rugby storage shed parked on
the Athletic Field fits into the
genre.

Dave was a frequent visitor to the
Alumni Office, where he would
peruse old yearbooks to get the
flavor of the campus's traditional
appearance.It was Dave who ini-

tiated the project of returning the
buildings to the sandy color they
used to be.

Dave lived in a home in Lemitar
— which he designed himself —
along with four horses, four dogs,

and a burro. <&
New Appointments

‘and Faculty

parents,he is survived by hissons, |
- Dr. Peter F. Gerity was named

vice president for academic af-
fairs at New Mexico Tech.Dr.Carl
Popp, who had served in that po-
sition since 1985, returned to be-
ing a full-time chemistry profes-
SOr.

Dr. Peter A. Scholle has been
appointed director of the New
Mexico Bureau of Geology and
Mineral Resources (NMBG&MR)
and state geologist.

Dr. Matt Silva (75,BS,basic stud-
ies; 84, MS, petroleum engr.) was
appointed director of New
Mexico Tech’s Environmental
Evaluation Group (EEG) in Albu-
querque.

Dr. Ken Eack (91, BS, physics)
has returned to New Mexico Tech
as an assistant professor of phys-
ics and researcher at Langmuir
Laboratory for Atmospheric Re

search.
Thanks to Alumni
Recruiters!

Many alumni have helped out the
Admission Office by attending col-
lege fairs, college nights, or other
student-recruiting events held in
their areas.Alums who want to join
the recruiting effort, please contact
Elizabeth Ahadi of the Admission
Office at:
eahadi@admin.nmt.edu, or
1-800-428-TECH, ext. 1.

2000 Alumni Reps:
Meltem & John Abbott
Kevin & Kristen Almgren
Meredith Appelt
Terry Asher

Jesse Chisholm
Dr.Glen Cook

Andy Dysart
Dr.Frank Greiner
Amy Hayes

Bob Gray
Christopher Harder
Melissa Jones
Dr.Henry Lazarus
Abel Lobato

Debra Miller

Doug Pecore

Daniel Putz

Manuel Gallegos
Robert Walker
Dr.Tamara Walthall

1999 Alumni Reps:
Meltem & John Abbott
Kevin & Kristen Almgren
Meredith Appelt
Terry Asher

Julie Cadogan

Jesse Chisholm

Paul Cohen

Dr.Glen Cook

John Dowdle

Andy Dysart

Sorin Fosalau

Bob Gray

Dr.Frank Greiner
Christopher Harder
Dick & Amy Hughes
Melissa Jones

Lew Lefton

Walter MacKinlay
Debra Miller

Doug & Jenny Pecore
Daniel Putz

Greg Sadowski
Thomas Smith
CarlVon Elm

Robert Walker
Dr.Tamara Walthall
Don Williams

New Mexico Tech thanks al
of you!

23




