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September 27, 2016

Enedina García Vázquez, PhD
Professor and Associate Dean
New Mexico State University
College of Education
Box 30001, MSC 3AC
Las Cruces, NM 88003

Dear Dr. García Vázquez:

The National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) is pleased to share this letter of support for a proposed graduate education program to train doctoral level school psychologists at New Mexico State University. 

With the increasing diversity of student populations, there is an urgent need for school psychology professionals to identify and address the needs of English language learner students. As you know, these are students who have unique support needs that are often unmet in traditional school and support systems. Therefore, it is of utmost importance to provide all students with appropriate academic support so they may achieve optimal learning. 

However, there is a critical shortage of school psychologists and school psychology graduate educators. Federal and state mandates for mental health supports for our nation’s students, research pointing to the benefits of social-emotional skills development for educational progress and safer schools, as well as the shortage of bilingual professionals equipped to work with students and families, points to the need for and benefit of a doctoral school psychology program at NMSU. As the only specialist level program in the entire state, increasing the capacity of your program is important. A doctoral program will generate future school psychologists—and future graduate educators who will hopefully remain in New Mexico and perhaps increase the number of graduate programs in the other state universities.

It is with this in mind that NASP finds this proposed new level of graduate education to be essential and offers you our support with guidance and/or technical assistance. Best wishes and thank you for working to address the shortage of culturally responsive school psychologists.

Sincerely,	
[image: gorin_signature_pc]

Susan Gorin, CAE
Executive Director  


The National Association of School Psychologists represents school psychology and supports school psychologists to enhance the learning and mental health of all children and youth. 
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September 6, 2016

TO: Enedina Garcia Vazquez, Ph.|
Professor and Associate Dean,
College of Education
New Mexico State University

FROM:

uranda Cosette Montariez, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist

Level Three K-12 School Psychologist
Las Cruces Public Schools

RE: Support for Development of Doctoral Program in School Psychology

Dear Dr. Vazquez,

Please accept my support in your efforts to develop a doctoral school psychology program in

the College of Education at New Mexico State University.

As you know, the number of level three school psychologists at Las Cruces Public Schools has
decreased over the past few years and we currently have only three in our district, one full-
fime and two part-time. This number will decrease again next year and wil ultimately impact

both our district and the university.

Of most importance to our district and the university, is the effect the decrease in numbers of
level three school psychologists has had on the internship program. Each year, the district has
hired fewer interns due to an insufficient number of supervisors, who must be level three
school psychologists, as specified by NASP guidelines. This school year, we were only able to

hire two interns from your program.

Not having sufficient level three school psychologists, could also potentially impact the
district's ability to hire level one school psychologists in the future, as they also need to be

supervised until they are eligible to independently practice with a level two license.

Despite the district’s many efforts, we have not been successful in hiring a level three school

psychologist in over ten years. Within that ime, there has only been one applicant eligible for
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a level three license. This is a reflection of the lack of level three school psychologists in this

state and the need for a doctoral level school psychology program.

since New Mexico State University has the only NASP approved specialist level school
psychology program in the state, it seems only natural that you would be in position to
prepare students at the doctoral level. Therefore, | appreciate your work and dedication in
taking on the task of developing a so needed doctoral level program. | am sure you realize

that now more than ever, such a program must be established.

sincerely,

/ Sttt Ptaios,

Duranda Cosette Montafiez, Ph.D.
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Las Cruces, NM 88003-8001

Phone: (575) 646-2121

Fax: (575) 646-8035

October 9, 2017
To whom it concerns:

This letter is written to offer my full support for adding a PhD program in School
Psychology to the department of Counseling and Educational Psychology (CEP) at
NMSU. The local community, including the Las Cruces Public School district (LCPS),
desperately needs more doctoral level School Psychologists in order to serve the needs
of children and families. To demonstrate support from the department, an open faculty
position was recently reclassified in order to hire a licensed School Psychologist with
experience directing doctoral programs and gaining APA accreditation. We are currently
searching for someone to fill that position.

Current graduate programs in our department need this additional training resource in
order to continue to be successful. We have begun experiencing difficulties finding
supervisors for our EdS School Psychology students in their practica and internships in
local schools, because of recent retirements of doctoral level practitioners at LCPS. Not
only do children, families, and school districts need more doctoral level practitioners, but
also our current students in the MA Educational Diagnostician and EdS School
Psychology programs need an increased number of doctoral level School Psychologists
to be available to provide the supervised training and experience they require to
graduate and become qualified for jobs in their fields. NMSU is well situated to address
this demand for skilled professionals in School Psychology with terminal degrees.

The CEP department has been reviewing its budget and course offerings, with the
intention of devoting resources to the PhD School Psychology program. We have
discovered opportunities to merge course offerings and collaborate across the College
of Education. For instance, there are quite a few courses offered in our PhD program in
Counseling Psychology that could serve PhD students in School Psychology, thereby
increasing the numbers of students in each course from 6 to 12. It is my overall
assessment of the situation that adding a PhD program in School Psychology would not
only strengthen the CEP department but also would address immediate and pressing
needs in the local community.

Sincerely yours,
Barbara Gewnaga Q/UL?/
Department Head, Counseling & Educational Psychology








